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Thank you, Commissioners, council members and other members of our community and other visitors.  My name’s Dan Moreno and I’m speaking on behalf of myself.  

I just wanted to make a few comments here and first of all I’d just like to ask forgiveness if I say anything that may offend anybody.  That’s not my intention.  My intention is to state my individual opinion on listening to some of the dialogue that went on here today and in other communities.  
The job I have allows me to travel throughout Alaska and across the United States.  My previous job I did work for the Sitka Tribe of Alaska and the area that I administered dealt with employment.  
And one of the areas that you’re looking at in the area of domestic violence was one of the areas that was brought to my door and that dealt with individuals that did make positive changes in their life.  

One of the things that I recognized is that we’re all victims of circumstance.  A lot of the things that we deal with on a daily basis is things that have been created by other people or things that when you look at who we are and what we’re about, if you go back far enough we all had a clan crest.  We are all part of a clan.  And each clan had their own spirituality; their own religion and how they interacted with other individuals. 

I think that is probably the biggest negative impact or impediment on society today is the lack of individuals not understanding who they are and where they come from.  

In look at this from several different perspectives, one of it, I think it’s a direct violation of the Indian Self-Determination Act.  It’s an attack on that.  That’s my opinion.  

I think that if you look at how funding is released by the federal government on various acts of legislation, they clearly identify how those program dollars are supposed to be working with other program dollars.  

But when you look at the individuals that are responsible for administering those program dollars, they’ve been used to administering those programs inside of a box.  And they for whatever reason, may or may not be able to come outside of that box and look at and actually interpret those various acts of legislation that identify how their supposed to be working with each other.

Things are changing.  There’s been progress.  One of the things is that it’s taken hundreds of years to get us to where we’re at now.  

My only hope is that in my lifetime I can see much more of a change.  I’ve seen a tremendous change from how the State is interacting with tribal governments.  But there’s a long ways to go.

Going back to domestic violence and one of the areas that was brought my door was there was individuals that were convicted.  And you look at Public Law 101630 and crimes against a person and those impacts on families.  

The individuals that came to my door when I administered this program were trying to provide a meaningful life for their family.  And as individuals that are being paid to administer programs to improve the quality of life -- and that what I think we’re all here for – is to improve the quality of life of everybody individual in any given community.  
We all live in the same community.  The thing that Sitka has been blessed with is the ability to work with each other in all these memorandums to say we’re going to work together to improve the quality of life of all citizens in this community.  

This is a model.  And I use this model and I take the memorandums with me when I travel to other communities and I say there’s a better way to do things.

But in looking at how this is impacted in an individual’s life – take for instance this young lady over here and I were married, I’m an Eagle.  She is a Raven.  And twenty years ago – I’m giving an example.  Twenty years ago when we were young, we were downtown partying.  We came home and all of a sudden we disagreed on something and she says I’m going to call the police. And I go, go ahead.  So she picks up the phone and I go, this is ridiculous.  Put the phone down.  And I grabbed the phone and she’s dialed the number.  And the police are on the other side and the phone slips out of her hand.  The police hear her fall down.  The police come and take me to jail.  I’m convicted of 4th degree assault.

After that, it became clear that that wasn’t the type of life we wanted for ourselves and for our children.  When you look at guiding principals – two of the guiding principals in Tlingit culture are respect and discipline.  These are the things that we’ve identified and said we need to start living our life in line with what was brought into our culture.

So from that time forward, we made a conscious decision, alcohol will no longer be part our life.  We’ll be addressing each other with respect and the discipline to be able to do that and recognizing that we’re all individuals.  God made us all individuals.

And now she got hurt.  I’m the only one that could provide a meaningful life for our family.  But because I was convicted of 4th degree assault and you look at the way Public Law 101630 has been developed, I’m unable to—and we live in rural Alaska – when you look at it realistically, what are the economic opportunities in rural Alaska?  

Ninety percent of them are federally funded jobs.  Federally funded jobs, I’m precluded from being employed on those because of that conviction.  

There is some areas that need to be changed.  I don’t condone domestic violence.  It’s wrong.  It’s wrong that people treat each other in that manner.  I don’t agree that we should be addressing each other in that manner because – just words alone are damaging, let alone physical abuse.  

I think that if you are able to make recommendations – when the Sitka Tribe first got their first grant for domestic violence, they did the training and I was asked by the previous director to participate in the batterer’s intervention training.  
But the thing that I didn’t really care for, for a lack of a better term, was that the presenter said, on her second or third term in this area-- but never once in the whole training session did they ever talk about prevention.  How are we going to get to prevention when you look at the program dollars that come out now a’days, its always dealing with things after the fact.  

In our culture, life is in a circle.  

There should be some kind of funding for men’s programs.  Maybe even possibly a place where men can go when they get into a situation that discussion becomes heated.  There should maybe even funding for a timeout place, where men can go and—because basically right now, what is there?  The only place that men can go is to the bar.  

And what kind of support are they going to get there?  They’re going to get somebody sitting next to them and say I wouldn’t put up with that.  That’s not the type of mechanism or support that we need for healing things that have been put upon our lives and put us in situations and put people in situations to where they disrespect each other.  

So I think in looking at that, if these areas are addressed and funding is made available to start looking at a more holistic; a more global perspective, rather than dealing with things like they have been.  

There’s been hundreds of millions of dollars put out there for dealing with things after the fact.  People are going to continue to be put in jail; both men and female.  Children are going to continue to see that.  That’s not right.  We need to look at how it is.  We can start shifting those dollars into prevention from a total perspective.  

Right now the funding goes out just for these areas.  You can’t change that.  

I disagreed with that.  

The Sitka Tribe is a self-government.  Take that money and develop programs that address the issue.  And when you can show that you’ve addressed that issue, they’re not going to come back and say you didn’t spend that money in the right manner.  When you can show that you’ve done these things and improved the quality of life, then you’ve fully achieved the intended result of those program dollars. 

So my recommendation or my request is that when you do give your report that you say things are working.  Here’s a model; Sitka’s a model that you can take around the State.  

The other opportunity that rural Alaska……
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…..everybody wants to be part of something positive.  

A word in our culture “woosh’dean” (phonetic) all together.  When you work with things in that manner, you get better results.  

So in conclusion, I just would like to request that you report back that there are positive things that are happening.  But in all the laws, there is room for improvement.  There’s a room for improvement in how program dollars are being distributed.  I don’t like to point fingers at anybody, but when you look at it historically the State wants dollars to flow through the State.  

When you look at it—No one person; no one community; no State has adequate funding to address all the needs.  That’s why Congress has identified their unique relationship with tribal governments to fulfill their trust responsibility.  It’s even stated in the Constitution of the United States.  
Different people look at things from a different perspective; they interpret things differently.  That’s why we get into all these areas where oh we can’t do that.  

With the minimum law and the funding that you receive, those aren’t the words that you should be starting out with -- we can’t.  Everybody should be coming to the table and saying how can we make this better.  Then you’re fulfilling your responsibility as an individual who’s participating in life to improve other people’s lives.

Thank you very much.

BURGESS:
Thank you very much.  
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