Paulette Moreno
Alaska Rural Justice and Law Enforcement Commission

Public Testimony
January 5, 2005
Good afternoon.  I’m lea___ again my mother’s people.  A child of the Sha’goon Kay Dee (phonetic).  Eagle/Thunderbirds on my father’s side.
It’s good to be home and good to be amongst my people today.  

I was flying down to California today.  I’m from Sitka.  I grew up in Anchorage and I come home as often as I can and I’d acknowledge my cousin, Nan up there, who’s here with us today.  

And the plane was leaving today.  We were flying over Ketchikan and we couldn’t land there, so we flew back.  And then they said, well we may go into British Columbia, but we came back and I knew I came back for a reason today.

So this is the reason and I ask that—And speaking words in a good way in our community house, I know that as a Commission, what your doing in addressing the things of domestic violence is a very, very serious and very far reaching.  
And I’d like to acknowledge Jan See and her family and all the people who have done the work here; much work here in Sitka. 

I know when young people and people of all generations that I work with in many different levels in my life; many different organizations and just as a person – some of the things that I think are important to address—Within your Commission is training our own people to help our own people.  Giving them the resources that they need, which is something that is being done here also.  But giving them those resources in a manner that is when they’re working with a family, they can say the things that they need to say.
And having our people in our own communities having the voice and the strength to say that something is going on within a home that’s not right.  If a child is being hurt; if a wife is being battered; if an Elder is not being taken care of.  

Because as we know, silence is acceptance.  So I think part of our own community responsibility is teaching the people how to say this is not okay and to stand up.  And then to start creating those support networks around the people who are speaking.  

Right now one of the things I do in California and I’m looking to move home—back to Sitka real soon here.  I work for the Piute Tribe _______ Valley ___ development center.  When I first went to Curn County, I’d cover all of Curn County, there was no programs that existed in the same way to help the families who were having their children taken away.  

So one of the things that we did was collaborate agencies such as this to come together and to look at the issues and meet us to face to face.  

And one of the things that we have also done is we train judges within the County; social workers and probation officers.  Juvenile officers that when they come forward, we can say this is who we are as a people.  This is what’s important to us and this is why.  Of course, our children matter.

And that’s been very successful because there is no enemies in this world.  Once you get to know each other and you bridge that understanding, I think that that’s really important.  And we’re working and striving towards that.  
But we have many unquote unfederally recognized tribes down there, so when I go to court and I talk to judges its very, very hard to get ICWA to apply, but we still get the spirit of ICWA to apply.

And in coming home and working with my nieces and other family members at different times and knowing some of the different things that they’ve been through, I know that when somebody comes in and they take their child—we’re speaking of villages or small towns, that’s a dagger right to the heart one that’s really hard to pull out.
And I’ve seen parents try to do the parenting classes and try to do all the things that’s set before them to do enable to get their children back.  And I’ve seen the system work at times, but I’ve seen the system not work at times and make it really difficult.  

So one of the other recommendations that I would have is in having when people are in court such as the ICWA workers that already exist here giving them additional support within the communities and stuff that they need and on-going training.  

And I speak very honestly.  An outfit that I had spoken to this week over the telephone from a small place in Alaska, it said oh what’s going on over there?  It’s going on back home.  And she said well I’m really concerned Paulette because now we have something else to look at that’s trying to eat our children, is what she said.  

And I said, what is that?  And she said, these little computer things that come into the villages and stuff.  I said yeah; the internet and stuff.  She goes, yeah well there’s a lot of pornography on those.  There’s a lot of pornography.  There’s a lot of sickness.  There’s a lot of really vivid images that are coming forward.  She goes, I don’t know what’s happening but when this person goes in or does this or that, I notice they came out and they have a totally different spirit and they go after the children. 

Well that’s a very serious thing, of course.  Well she was saying that it was his spirit.  When a person went in a room; they came out with a different spirit and they went after the children.  And if that’s how an Elder is talking and I was thinking to myself well that’s something that isn’t quote new as far as the type of the spirit that brings a person to do that.  But it is new in the format that’s propelling it and that’s technology.  
So I would say as a suggestion too as part of the Commission to stop and look at is to start speaking about that too.  Anything that’s coming forward from the people and then in the communities when you go out as a Commission to the communities to find people that are strong of course in those communities and spend your money with them.  

You can study things for a really long time.  But spend your money on the people that are respected and accepted in the communities – give them what they need and guide them in that way.  Those would be some of my suggestions also.  

Gunal chee (phonetic).  I’d like to thank you for this time.  

BURGESS:
Thank you very much.
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