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Good afternoon.  Again, thank you for coming to our town.  
I’m originally from Anchorage.  Born and raised in Anchorage and just arrived in Sitka in December of 1990.  
But I was also a law enforcement officer in Anchorage, so I’m very familiar with the issues in Anchorage. 

But just a little bit about our collaboration and how important it is for two governments – tribal governments and local governments -- to come together.  

And most of my experience from Anchorage too, was that when we respond to calls as law enforcement officers, we’re just putting out the fire and going on.  But it’s still smoldering and it starts back up as soon as we leave.  We realize that going to these calls, we weren’t accomplishing anything.  And it was very frustrating as a police officer.

When I came to Sitka and I saw the collaboration start happening, it really gave me enthusiasm.  Maybe we can do something about it.  And by talking with Sitka Tribe and the Safe People – the advocates, we came together and came to the table.  And it’s been very effective, but we haven’t been able to do that without the funding from the government; from the grants that we have acquired.  Safe Start.  Prior to that, I think it was the Stop Grant that we did the _____ and Credit Conference.  Yeah.  The ___ and Credit Conference in Anchorage.  
And those wouldn’t have happened if it wasn’t for the funding from the federal government.  So by putting this cap on the tribes, hurts even the community; non-Native and Native people.  

And I just encourage, if anything that comes out of this is please go back and say, please remove that because the funding is so essential for us to continue down the road to conquer or overcome the domestic violence or sexual assault.

I mean we live in a community of 8,800 people, which isn’t a lot.  Last year we responded to 22 sexual assaults in our own town and nine of those were domestic violence related.  So there is a problem here.  I mean we don’t have as much as in Anchorage.  I mean I remember as a cop in Anchorage in mid-shift, I’d go to two or three assaults and I just worked a small area.  There was 22 or when we were lucky 19 officers on the street.  

So there are issues here and the funding—especially grants to encourage to arrest has been a great asset here by bringing everybody to the table and responding to these calls as partners instead of just one of us doing the same thing. 

Thank you.

BURGESS:
Thank you very much.

END OF STATEMENT

