Merrill Nashalook, Elder (Senior Center testimony)
Alaska Rural Justice and Law Enforcement Commission

Barrow
March 15, 2005
My name is Merrill Nashalook.  I have a question to the law enforcement officers and to the governor; I know he’ll be listening.  
When the child abuse law became a law -- we can’t even scold—when we scold a child, is that child abuse?  Just by scolding them?  We can’t even spank them anymore because they say that’s child abuse.  Can some of you or the lawyers anyway, explain that?  

And I’m an ex-cop here myself.  I worked as a policeman under the City of Barrow before the Borough came around and we never had much problems with our kids growing up.  Now when you scold a child or a teenager, they don’t listen anymore because of the law that was passed not to abuse a child or even a teenager.  And they’re taking advantage of that and causing trouble within our city.  

And maybe if the legislature or the people that make the law can change that a bit in a way.  I know they can do it because sometimes I listen to them when they pass a law within the Borough or the City up here.  And that would be nice if the Governor or the legislator can change that law just a bit, not—I know there’s some kids that has been abused by not only by their parents but by their relatives also.  And thanks again for coming up.  

You people working for law enforcement, you take care out there because I know it was dangerous when I was out there and take care of yourself.  Thank you.

(Mr. Nashalook translates his statement to Inupiat)
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