Pat Norman, Chief
Native Village of Port Graham

1) Current situation:  Council members, mostly the Chief, respond to situations that the VPSO or VPO would cover––accidents, medivacs, speeding, people drinking and driving, disturbing the peace, dog control.

2) Problem areas:  Lack of local prejudice, response time, increase work load on medical teams.  Search and rescue done by Chief and village residents.

3) Recommended solutions:  

a. If the program is restarted we want clear definitions of the VPSO responsibility to the state and even clearer responsibilities to the tribal council/tribal court.

b. State laws and village ordinances to be equally enforced.

c. VPSO and VPO training program changed to include a section on enforcement of tribal ordinances, duties to tribal court and tribal council.

d. Sexual offender treatment that includes a reintegration plan that is developed with the tribe.

e. The state needs to accept our tribes as they are, not be scared of our tribal status.

