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Good afternoon everyone and thank you for being here to listen to our concerns.  
I want to express to you how hard it is to live without a VPSO or any other type of law enforcement in a small, remote village. 

My name is Genevieve Norris.  I am a resident of Shungnak.  I serve as one of the Village Council members and also serve in my village on the Advisory School Committee.

In our village we do not have a VPSO or, like I said, any other type of law enforcement.  Our population in my small village is approximately 248 people.  We are one of the smaller villages in our Region.  

There are some crimes being committed in Shungnak; curfew violations, domestic violence, break-ins, vandalism and other crimes.  

Recently an Elder got on the VHF and asked for help because there was an alcohol related incident.  She did not get any response from the community or anyone else.  Her home was vandalized and she was in need of some law enforcement to respond, but because there was no VPSO in Shungnak, to this day she doesn’t know who did the damage or if she will ever be safe in her home again in the future.

We have been contacting the VPSO in Kobuk, the nearest village, approximately about seven miles away.  But it takes time for him to respond and for this reason and when we do try to get a hold of him; all we get is an answering machine.  So some people that need to get a hold of him have to contact our village resident in Kobuk on the VHF and ask him to call.  But all this takes time.  And sometimes its too late to get any help by the time he’s contacted and is able to respond because if he does respond, it takes a while too depending on how most of the time he travels on snow machine and that’ll take him depending on the weather and the situation that he may have, up to thirty to forty-five minutes.  

So it is hard living in a small remote village with no law enforcement at all, sometimes especially when it is an alcohol related situation.  It is scary especially for our small children and our Elderly that are not very strong anymore health wise.  

Personally, these types of things happen in our neighborhood and because there is no law enforcement, we sometimes -- meaning maybe two or three concerned people -- get together and we have to intervene in some small minor instances.  And it does make a difference.  

I would like you to know that having a VPSO is very much needed in our remote villages.  If there was a life threatening situation, what would we do?  We need help now.  By the time the Troopers respond, depending if they are available and depending on the weather, it may be too late.  A local VPSO could take care of these issues, but right now it is hard.

From my personal experience, the VPSO program is so important especially when you are 150 miles away from the State Troopers office.  Weather plays a part on when they can respond or as well if they are not too busy on some other emergency.

Historically, our Tribal government used to take care of some of the smaller offenses like theft.  The Tribal Council would meet with the marshal and talk with the person who did something wrong and lay out the punishment and proceed and supervise the offender with a punishment.  These punishments were outlined by the Tribal Council.  Theft would include restitution with money or working off the debt.  Curfew would be enforced by the Council, School Board.  

I remember as a little girl, I’ve observed how powerful our School Boards were at that time.  We did not have any sirens, so they used the Church bell for curfew and when we see one of the school board members who we respected very much; when we see them going toward to ring the bell for curfew, we’d be running home.  But it’s different now-a-days.  

Having a VPSO or VPO program is very much needed in my village, especially.  It is hard for our community to handle emergencies.  In the meantime we as the community members are doing the best we can to handle situations.  We need VPSO’s in our village.  

With this, I thank you again for listening and thank you for coming to our Region to listen to us with our concerns.  Thank you.

JUSTIN:
Thank you.  Questions or comments from the Commissioners?  We very much appreciate your testimony and I’m very sorry to hear about the Elder predicament.  Would you extend our sorrow and condolences for not getting a response.  Thank you.  
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