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Hello.  My name is Max.  I work out of Kwethluk and I have a tribal judge here and I don’t want to repeat what you said, but there’s—I’d like to see more—there’s hardly any people from the outlying villages—but I’ve seen Napakiak, Napasiak, Akiakchak.  And we’re __ out there.  
There’s 56 villages out here and there’s only, what?  Twenty VPSO’s and most of the villages don’t have no cops.  And I know Napakiak, that they have not seen a VPSO in quite a while because of the money that are coming in are pretty limited.  
I wanted to talk about what--he already did, but in this Region, one time or another we lost one of our loved ones to alcohol.  That’s what we should be fighting.  Law Enforcement—Like our hands are tied.  Bootleggers are walking away.  They got just a slap on the hands; they just walk away.  

And most of the calls that we got is alcohol related.  Ninety-eight or ninety-nine percent of our calls: sexual assault, child abuse, DV, assault, suicides, drownings.  You name it.  Ninety-eight--Most of it is alcohol related.  And we need—Every community has to work.  It cannot rely on some organization to come in and take care of it and put a band-aid on it.  Each community has to work on it.  Each of us in our community has to deal with our problems.  

Back then when I was growing up, we didn’t have no ICWA and we didn’t have no jails.  We had a priest.  That’s kind of surprising.  Looking back, we didn’t have a jail.  We had one, but people ___ from underneath the floor.  But there was no real—I would say there was no serious crimes.  Minor stuff.  But when alcohol came in, we seen drownings.  Maybe 15 drownings in one summer when there was alcohol here in town—sale of alcohol. 

And we suffered out in the communities throughout Alaska—I mean out in the village—surrounding village in Kwethluk, Akiak, Napiakiak, Napaskiak.  You name it.  We suffered.  Because of what?  Alcohol.  Alcohol is the number problem in this Region.  How do you deal with it?  How can we deal with it?  It’s our problem.  Not just only in Bethel, but outlying villages.  We have to sit down.  Not bring these guys in to solve our—We’ve got to solve it on our own.  We need to deal with it.  We need to sit down and—We cannot bring Bethel—We cannot let bootleggers—We have to work in our communities; each should deal with it.  Minors consuming, DV’s.  Somehow we need to deal with that.  

I think we should stop pointing a finger at people or rely on somebody or rely on some money that supposed to be coming in to our village.  But one more thing that--My village is no different than Napiakiak or Akiachak.  Most of the money that is coming is not coming out to the rural villages; out to our villages. 

Napiakiak or Kwethluk might—We don’t see no money coming in.  Most of the money is going to Anchorage or Fairbanks or Kenai.  And I think last year, Stevens set aside a million—one million dollars to get trees those dead in Anchorage.  Why the millions of dollars to take care of dead trees?   Let nature take care of that.  Use that money to Napiakiak, Napaskiak, Kwethluk.  Make better use of that.  

But I’d like to thank—I get kind of mad when I talk about alcohol because it’s the number one problem in our villages.  One time or another all of us lost a friend, cousins because of alcohol and the suicide, drowning.  
But somehow we need to deal with it.  I couldn’t—Mothers Against Drunk Drivers, they’re a pretty strong organization.  They have stiffer—DWI has stiffer sentences than bootleggers.  Can you believe that?  Believe that or not.  If people can get together and solve this bootlegging thing or alcohol thing, I think we need organization like Mothers Against Drunk Drivers.  

Thank you.

SCHUTT:
Any questions?
MORRIS:
I have a comment.  I want to personally thank you _________ villages and communities _____________ UNABLE TO HEAR – POOR SOUND QUALITY.  

And also I was wondering if ______ Commission, if you have any views or solutions or _______________ UNABLE TO HEAR – POOR SOUND QUALITY.  

OLECK:
It’s kind of an every day problem that we have in this Region.  There’s even drug dealers in our communities and we have to follow the State’s rules and we have tribal cops that is being—We have—I guess Akiakchak and Kwethluk do have search warrants issued by a tribal court.  But we cannot participate on that.  Any tribal court—Tribal court issues an arrest warrant, it is handled in the community.  That case does not go to the State.  If we get a hold of so many bottles of booze, maybe ___ under tribal search warrants, it goes through tribal court.  But if I tried to obtain a search warrant, it’s pretty hard.  It’s pretty hard for me to get a search warrant through the State.  I’d have to convince that judge that this is what I have.  And it cannot be hearsay.  But these—Even in the communities, search warrants should not be abused.  It should not be abused.  It cannot be—If you come to me, I heard that Joe Smith brought in, then I ask him okay tell me more.  You just can’t go to the judge and say Joe—I don’t want to see it abused.  Like we’ve got rights in the village, but the tribal—They don’t look at you and look at okay you’ve got rights -- we don’t recognize that.  
Anyway, alcohol—Most of the incidents that happen in our communities is alcohol related.  Ninety-nine percent.  Somehow if we take care of alcohol, we’ll have no—they don’t need us, but for minor stuff.  Taking care of dogs, maybe.  
But anyway, if we have some kind of organization that’s strong like—I admire Mothers Against Drunk Drivers.  They are recognized and they’re a pretty strong organization.  And believe it or not—I’ll say it again; drunk drivers have a more stiffer sentences than the bootleggers.  

CHARLES:
When the person orders alcohol from Anchorage, it comes directly from Anchorage to Bethel and ____ out there in Bethel, the Troopers—the ones pushing the alcohol, alcohol _____ has a list of names who had ordered alcohol and they would inform us that when an individual picks up their alcohol, they would let us know.    But it is in there because alcohol is an issue.  
OLECK:
Oh.  And another thing too, most of the communities in this Region is dry and people ordered and they ___, how can that be worth _______.  We still need to work on that.  

SCHUTT:
I think we had a couple more questions.  

OLECK:
Okay.  

UNKNOWN:
I’d like to ask you a couple of question about your work ____. We’ve heard a lot about how in at least some parts of the State, the turn-over _____  is very high, typically in _______ VPSO for nine years.  I wonder if you can tell us what you think what the most ______ for a high turn over are and ______. 
OLECK:
Most of the VPSO’s in this Region work in their own communities arresting their own relatives.  But for the last ten years that high turn over of VPSO’s in this Region has dropped down because we have VPSO’s in this Region that’s stick down for fifteen years; sixteen years; ten years; five years.  It’s not the pay, I think.  I’ve been on for quite a while too.  I thought about quitting, but the turn over in this Region—in the AVCP Region has dropped.  Not when I first started working back in 1988 through ’89 where VPSO’s lasts only for about three years or six months or four months after they __.  They didn’t like—Went back to their community arresting their relatives, their cousins.  That is pretty hard.  And one of the hardest things for them is taking care of dragging or recovering their own relatives out of ____ or drownings.  I think that’s the--But now since AVCP is here and you can look at the statistics and say they’ve been—there have been hardly any more -- very low turn over the AVCP Region.  

UNKNOWN:
UNABLE TO HEAR QUESTION OR COMMENT

OLECK:
I do thank you for coming out and ____ the community to express our concerns and I hope somehow that we do ____ and to start realizing that the communities ________ tribal _________.  Thank you.  
END OF STATEMENT

