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I’m Ida Olemoun.  I’m the spouse of the Mayor Olemoun, who’s the City of Barrow Mayor.  And I’m going to….. (speaking in Inupiat).  

That’s the number one barrier within the State of Alaska.  That’s why we have such an influx of Native inmates within the whole State of Alaska.  And I don’t know about the statistics, but I know that the majority of our Natives are male inmates in jail.  And maybe you can provide that figure to us compared to the Caucasians and to the Blacks.  
And I’m going to speak from experience.  I have four sons and one daughter and six grandchildren.  Unfortunately my son had been in and out of jail for DUI.  And DUI leading to domestic violence.  I can spend every penny.  If I have a penny, I’ll ensure that my child is out of jail.  Even if I’m penniless, I’ll ensure that my child is out of jail.  Because I know the treatment that is how the Natives are treated.  Less human in jail.  And he can tell you a storybook with him being in jail.  And there’s so much racism that he talks about.  But he fights for his right.  He fights for his right.  And that’s from the good social upbringing that we brought into this world, except for some of the bad choices that he’s made.  And he’s my provider.  He provides meals for my table.  He’s my harpooner.  That’s why I’m going to spend every penny to make sure that he gets out of jail.  And I’ve done that.  I fought the system.  But how many parents can afford that?  How many parents can do that?  How many parents have a voice?  But I ensure that I be a voice to him.  

Being in a jail; being in a four-by-four cell for little things that he’s not even—he shouldn’t be in there.  He was at Point Mac.  Less stringent than the regular jail.  I looked.  I fought and succeeded.  
And then after he stayed there, they accused him of making home brew.  He was not even involved.  He was not even involved.  That’s how Natives are treated.  Less than human.  As if they don’t have a brain to hold on to or express their opinions.  But I talked to him.  I encourage him.  Whatever you think is right; move forward with it.  So I fought.  I got into a teleconference with those people that accused him at Point Mac and they had placed him at the Palmer Correctional Center and its’ difficult.  You cannot even talk to your own inmates—talk to your own children without having this system called—more like Enron.  What’s that system called?  That telephone system?  You have to have a credit card and you’re billed about three times the cost of it.  I tried it but it was getting to be too much of an expense.  There’s a phone system that occurs here within the State of Alaska that they’ve bought into from the lower 48.  You cannot relate to these inmates.  
And another thing that I have is that this law—I’m not much in tune with the law where a girlfriend can call and say my boyfriend hit me.  And I experienced this too with my son.  So what happens?  The Public Safety comes knocking.  We’re here to pick up your son.  For what?  There’s been a complaint—a domestic complaint.  And here he’s at home.  So they picked him up; have him for another year.  
The system stinks especially for our Natives.  I know that he just got released.  But once an inmate is released, they’re penniless even though there’s money in the account.  They’re penniless.  They just dump them at the airport.  So he has to look around to see who can provide him the funds for a meal even though there is funds that I’ve sent to him.  I mean, that’s how they’re treated.  
And I hope that some of these things can help some of the inmates.  And as with some of the inmates in Arizona, I don’t know what the State plans to do.  But I don’t even know the figures down there as to how many Natives are down there.  But I want to know whether there’s any plans of these inmates being returned to Alaska.  
And locally, when—I provide meals for those inmates because they’re completely shut out of their Native diet.  And now the system put in place—you cannot bring anything with bones in it.  How am I supposed to make duck soup without bones?  I mean that’s just how much the system stinks.  
And I hope that you take these into heart and consideration. Thank you.
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