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Hello.  I’m Mayor Olemoun from the City of Barrow.  
Seeing Al here—I went through the problem with him when he was a representative, a senator.  And this is the first time I’m back in elected capacity as a city mayor in 15 years.  And the problem is still there.  

The State had requested land from the City of Barrow to build the airport and another parcel of land to use for a gravel source to build the airport.  And they were supposed to return the gravel source and maintain the airport.  

When I found out about it back in the 70’s and the [Department of] Community [and] Regional Affairs acted like it could get the land back for the city because it was a city tract since they completed the project.  They said they needed virgin land around the airport, so they kept it.  But they weren’t going to ____ for a gravel pit anymore.  That’s why they didn’t want to give it back to the city because we might ______ as a gravel pit because we had opened one to another parcel next to it.  

I’m back.  And last year the State opened it as a gravel pit so they won’t have to buy from the city—the gravel pit to fill up the airport.  They tore up the whole thing after they promised.  And we couldn’t go back and ask for that parcel back from the State again.  
The State don’t have a relationship – when they asked the municipality to incorporate as a city or as a borough.  They have laws in there like “you need a drivers’ license to drive anywhere in the State and you need an ID card to board an airplane.”  DMV’s
 the only one that provides it.  

They withdrew from the city.  They used to be under borough contract to provide licenses Slope-wide.  But our community—We’re breaking the law for being caught with driving without a license.  So the city intervened.  We couldn’t exercise their powers.  But we did it in form of an agreement now.  It’s on its first year.  We paid for the staff.  We bought all the equipment and we’re open two and half days a week using the title DVM to provide drivers’ test and ID cards for the locals.  But the other seven outlying villages don’t have that anymore.  And they’re still breaking the law.  And they’re coming to Barrow and they have to pay their own way.  The closest community – Nuiqsit is over four hundred dollars round trip.  That’s just to get a drivers’ license so they won’t have to break the law.  
I mean, the relationship, I suppose it has to be opened someplace.  Even if it’s with tribal.  
Our Native Village of Barrow, they were trying to open a juvenile intake court and they couldn’t get any grants.  And the State said they have the grants.  And they just came back about two weeks ago and told them the State cannot give a grant to a tribal organization and they asked the City to intervene.  So I had a special council meeting to work on the grants and we took that following the procedures, having them make a presentation.  I don’t know if we’re going to get the grant.  But the ____ have been trained.  The building site has been approved.  The land has been selected.  After promising them they’ll help them with a grant, they said “No, being a tribal government, we cannot give you a grant.”  So the City has to intervene.  We don’t know what’s going to happen.  But it’s going to be our priority.  
We’re working to prevent our own people from committing crimes.  But the State is not enforcing them.  But the law is on the books.  And the police department isn’t enforcing them.  So the City has been intervening and we’re still trying to convince the State that we need more money to operate.  Like any other community, we have no money to operate.  We have the powers.  What good are the powers, if you don’t have the money?

Thank you.
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