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Thank you for hearing me out.  My name is Simon Pacooluk.  I’m from the Native Village of Shagtooluk.  
I serve on the IRA council as the Vice President.  Today I’m 41 years old.  I’ve served since I was 21, so I have a number of years in public service.  I also serve on the Kawerak Board for four or five years or so.  And now at least one or two of those terms I’ve served as the first Vice Chair of the Kawerak Board.  Currently I’m on the Norton Sound Board.  I’ve been serving there about a year and a half.  

And I also work for Kawerak as a Tribal ___ Coordinator under the ICWA Act.  My primary job there, of course, is to represent the tribe.  Prior to that work I attended a lot of trainings to learn about the ICWA Act and I serve as the Tribal Rep to the ICWA Board, which is a State-wide organization for ICWA issues.

My other work experience, kind of, just includes commercial fishing, laborer and construction laborer, hunter/gatherer.  And my interest in life has been studying my Native history and my culture.  I’ve heard a lot of stories from my folks and I read a lot of books that document traditional living. 

What I wanted to bring out to you folks that are here is that this is a rural justice commission and we are hearing recommendations from the Reps about the problems that we’re facing as a people in our rural communities.  

In my lifetime, I guess to illustrate a point, I was molested as a young child since I was in diapers.  Later in life, I learned that a brother hand gone to Mt. Edgecombe and was molested there.  He molested a sister who in turn molested myself.  

That made it easier for me to forgive those who had done these things to me because I understood where it came from.

And I’ve always had this desire in my heart to see the government of this Nation say to the tribes of Alaska and the Lower 48 “I’m sorry for what we’ve done to you—forgive us.  We were wrong to take away your language; to take away your dance.”  
To remove those cultural traditional tales that included the dance for the simple reason that they included the dance because of religious institutions that preached that it was wrong and evil.  
So I feel that Tribes deserve an apology from this Nation.  And I feel also conversely that we as tribes need to say we forgive you because without forgiveness there can be no healing from anything.

My point is in talking about this stuff -- part of the government of this Nation bury that stuff and not acknowledge that they’ve done it and say forgive us and then ask us to try and resolve the problems its created for us – the drugs and the alcohol; the sexual abuse, the violence – the assaults against women, the assaults against men.  

I would recommend to this Commission that they take this message to Congress that if they’re serious about seeing Native wellness, they should say we were wrong for what our forefathers have done and its hurt you and we’re sorry.  We ask you to forgive us.  
But in that same vein too, there also needs to be a teaching of people like myself or perhaps you who hear me today.  The tribes also need to say it -- we forgive, because without that you might as well just hand us all guns and let us duke it out.  Because that’s what we were taught.  It is with some great deal of pain in my life to deal with these issues on a personal side.  It took many years.  
There was a lot of stories that had helped me from the tradition and customs that my father had taught me.  For example, there was a story about incest that taught that it was wrong to our people.  Like my father had put it, the story was a parable to be used as a teaching tool and because it contained elements of the Eskimo dance and because it was banned from the church, he told me to be careful.  Don’t speak of these things until the timing’s right.  

There are strong feelings in the village about the Eskimo dancing and he tried his level best to get me to promise and I guess I did in a way by my father’s language, because I’m speaking of it now -- to speak of these things that our dance and our customs and culture – the stories that our father has taught us were teaching us moral values and when we _____ that we’re a live people.  

We ___ both in studying traditional and customary lifestyles, precontact --  I learned a lot of things about my culture that I’m proud of.  Things that worked.  Did you know that in both the village level in the traditional alliance levels, there were laws that governed each village functions?  

For example, some Elders spoke of the alliance in my area.  In Shagtooluk, Unalakleet and Koyuk – are the three remaining tribes.  There was two or three that were abandoned because schools came into being.  That if I went up and hunted in those other villages – tribal territories, they had the right to kill me and that was what I was taught right there _____________ caribou in my hands but on the other hand, if I fled and ran back to my own tribe; got away – if I went to the Messenger Feast that following year, they didn’t have that right.  They were punished and I would have been required by the man who cited me – who was witness to it, to make restitution for what I’d taken from their land.  

So tribal alliances had laws that were germane to just the alliance itself.  But there were also laws within tribal customs that were just for villages alone and that was what the story was about.  Because in that story – it taught me a lot.  
In my lifetime – what has kept me back from doing a lot of violent things to others because of my upbringing has been that story because it taught me that there is a creator who sees what is going on and what has happened.  
Not only that, in that story there was also laws that punished bad behavior to people.  Then its like I say if we’re out to see healing, both tribes, the government of this Nation – the United States and the State of Alaska, we all need to say it to some respect we were wrong to what we’ve done and this has caused a lot of problems.  

I see a lot of problems for my own people being prejudiced against non-Natives – against the white people.  And I know that causes problems.  And they get drunk and I guess it’s the system that they think they’re fighting – commit a crime end up in the can.

To speak of other things, other than an apologies that we need to be doing to one another as Tribes and as a Nation, I don’t think that it’s a fair thing that the laws that are within this Nation either the State or the federal should require the same standards to serve on the power Boards as the non-Native because we have our own values that we know ourselves.  And there are Natives that there in both institutions.

This story had helped me, I had just mentioned, a lot in my life.  You won’t find my name on it – sex offender registry or look into my criminal background and see a history of assault because it instilled the fear of God in me.  Fear not only of God but of men, because men in traditional and customary punished people when they were behaving badly.

If not knowing those stories ____ lived that life that established he himself is moral in his values, he should be able to serve on the power boards without a college degree.  I don’t think that’s a fair assessment of how things are done.  So I would recommend that those requirements for college education be looked at hard and also those that know traditional stories and customs be looked at hard also.  Because you might get someone there who might not know and may make mistakes in his knowledge of traditions and customs.  

Also in regards to the Indian Child Welfare Act; that job that I work with but I would recommend too would be for tribes to be recognized more for _____ and that we are allowed to do tribal court orders to administer ____________________ abuse of alcohol.  Most of my cases in the village of Shagtooluk are out of town cases like Anchorage or Fairbanks and that’s where a lot of the abuses of alcohol and drugs occur which consequently lead to abuse of children or neglect. 

So tribes can be recognized and make those kinds of recommendations.  I think we’d be better off.  I think that would be better off also to have persons in the Anchorage area in outlying hubs of this State and also tribal members living to have counselors that are Native, not just in our villages because those people have moved from our communities they know our traditions and customs and yet they’re counseled by someone who doesn’t know much about it.  And I guess because they’ve lived there in the cities for so long they think that tradition and custom doesn’t count anymore but in truth it does because I’m still here.  

But I also would recommend too is that the Congress of this Nation, the State legislature also encourage the churches to say forgive us for how we treated your people.

It was not to our benefit that our languages were lost and washed out of the mouths of our Elders and it is certainly not to our benefit to lose our dance.  When its cold out there and fifty mile an hour winds – 40 below – what do you got to do today when you don’t know how to dance?  
You got nothing.  

That’s probably a good deal why many of them abuse drugs and alcohol.  There’s no outlet to the stresses that they gather into their lives.  

So I haven’t heard any of these things spoken ____ although I’ve spoken of – both of them in both work in Norton Sound.  And I hope that if there’s any justice done to the Natives is that Congress signs a Bill into law saying forgive us we were wrong and that the tribes acknowledge that and say to the Congress as leaders, not that the tribes can legislate forgiveness, but that they can be examples to their people that such bad behavior is not to be condoned or tolerated.  

I would like to say that those stories that my father told me and the teachings in the bible, I learned because he was a lay pastor at the church ___ at times touch and go in terms of loving God and sometimes I’m to take trouble for what he’s done to my people.  You know that stirs a big conflict in me because those words -- if you have against your brother, go up to your brother, be reconciled with him.  Then go and offer your gifts or your prayers to the alter.  
And I know many tribes and even little ones are learning prejudices against this Nation; against the State of Alaska because we refuse to accept that when we talk about things – the abuses that the Elders had gone through and that refusal and silence is just--I suppose you might say following the same example that this Nation is to us -- we shove it under the table; shove it under the carpet.  This Nation should be an example to us and we should be an example to it.

When I was growing up in life because my mom has been abused by the BIA system, sometimes she makes me take my finger; take the flesh between my thumb and forefinger and squeeze and pinch and twist until the blood came through and you know that’s not a traditional value.  But many people don’t know those stories like I know.  I know it would help them if they did.  

But it has been so largely suppressed because like I am, I am and they say its an evil thing but it doesn’t do us any good to judge ourselves and to say, why did you make me Inupiaq?  Brown skin who loves to dance.  

Turn the thing that was made ____ you’re Native.  Why did you make me this way?  I certainly can’t change myself and I’m not even going to try.  I hope this Nation and the tribes of Alaska and the Lower 48 learn to be more loving; to be more forgiving and to acknowledge the hurts that we have caused to one another. 

Thank you.

BURGESS:
Thank you.  Any questions?  Commissioner Justin.

JUSTIN:
Thank you Mr. Chairman.  Simon, I don’t have a question for you.  I think you’ve described the songs and dance as part of feeling and also as a source of strength and ___ means to develop a sense of who you are and to me it sounds an awful like you’re describing a way to bring traditional values into restorative justice and  ___________ and I really appreciate that because I believe like you that songs and dance are both ____ and healing in nature and I appreciate your comments.  I appreciate the fact that you brought it to us in a way that – we’re of different cultures, but we both have the same values and I thank you for that.  Thank you.

BURGESS:
I want to thank you for your testimony.  Thank you very much.
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