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Hi.  Welcome to Sitka and I’m glad that you’re here to listen to what the Sitka Tribe has to say.  And I want to acknowledge the Tribal Council who is here and thank them for having this.
I’m Priscilla Peal.  I’m Tsimshian/Killer Whale; the Brown Bear the Gisgan (phonetic) River from Canada.  Originally from Metlakatla, but I’ve been living here for the past thirty-three years.  I have two children.  
And my history’s in the substance abuse field, for twenty-some years.   And I’ve changed jobs.  
I’ve worked in Bethel for a while.  I was on the community that Jessie talked about; the Rural Human Services Certificate Committee where we have the University fit our slots rather than vice versa. 

I’m currently employed at the Sitka Tribe of Alaska as an Indian Child Welfare Act case worker which is the opposite of the substance abuse counseling that I was doing, but I have an opportunity to help families get together through this work.  
And the most rewarding part throughout the years that I’ve been here is the tribal adoptions and tribal court.  

You heard a family talk about the difficulties in working with the State systems in Anchorage as compared to here and how much smoother it went here.  

Native people are working with Native people, it really adds a lot and eliminates a lot of frustrations and barriers and walls there through the paperwork and they are acknowledged more.  

And what the ___ grandchildren did for our children – The statement of children’s rights and then through Shannon Clausen (phonetic), we developed the cultural continuity language that will be implemented into the final adoption creed to insure the cultural identify of our children no matter who adopts them.  

But we advocate for Native adoptions of immediate family’s that ICWA preference.  The very first one that the Tribe did hear started before I came to work, but they—it took a long time because the first one—I remember they had a big celebration right here in this building and they were good friends of mine.  And the little girl was so happy because she has her mom and dad and she can truly use the last name of her dad.  

And then the other four were completed when Chris Paulsky (phonetic) was the ICWA case worker.  And even then there were some difficulties because we’re getting used to work with the system and the collaboration. 

I’m from the old school, so it’s really hard for me to bring down some of my own barriers in my head.  But this job has given me that opportunity that in order for our children to live in today’s world, we need to teach them to live in today’s world that’s so diverse and so different from when I was growing up or from when my mom was and my grandparents.  And they certainly ____ youth that we have, but the main thing is to keep the culture continuity intact and within the family system so the children will know who they are.  
And once they know who they are, where their people had been, it helps them figure out what they’re going to be tomorrow and it really paves the future and strengthens our cultural values and traditions and that’s most important. 

I would like to see that first and foremost in anything.  When they said rural justice committee, how many of you live in a village?  Have you ever been out there?  I know you have Schaff—Mr. Schaeffer.  

We have people coming in and out; in and out.  I don’t know what it is.  

But I see those barriers coming down just by having this talk here today.  My grandfather would have said that would never happen, but its happening today.  So I think with collaborative effort is the big word today – that we can do it.  Make a better tomorrow.  

I heard you read your principals.  This is my own personal opinion.

I know that our Elders; our ancestors—my grandmothers—grandmothers had those principals.  They just didn’t know how to write the English language.  They had those principals and they lived them.  
Thank you for listening and thank you for being here.  

BURGESS:
Thank you very much.  
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