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BURGESS:
Thank you very much.  Any questions by the Commissioners?  Commissioner Schubert.  
SCHUBERT:
It seems to me that we’ve heard about the juvenile center where I think it was the Native village received a six million dollar grant and then the facility wasn’t constructed because there were some concerns about operational funds.  And then we hear that the Village is unable to get any funding from the State to assist children, so I’m wondering whose watching out for the children in Barrow?  What’s happening to them?  

PEBLEY:
We have some staff that came in to assist me with this.  I’ll ask—we have Marie Ahsoak from our Social ServiceS and maybe she can answer that.  
Also within the funding that we had received back in 1999 for the Juvenile facility; they had been waiting on the E.A. Report and that has been submitted and hopefully they will proceed from there and to help us build that building and then we’re seeking for operational funding for the facility itself.  
This is Marie Ahsoak, Social Services Director for the Native Village of Barrow.  

AHSOAK:
I need a clarification of what do you mean by—for which children are you talking about?  The ones that are delinquent or the ones that are in need of aid?  

SCHUBERT:
I guess both.  

AHSOAK:
On the Tribal Courts – they’re here and they’re the ones who have a Wellness Court for the ones are—have pleaded guilty misdemeanors and they take care of those children….  

SCHUBERT:
Um hum.

AHSOAK:
…through a Wellness Court.  And then for children in need of aid, if a report comes into the Native Village of Barrow, then we act like the Office of Children’s Services – do investigations.  If there’s _____ plans that the parents are willing to let them do _____ plans, if not, we could take them to our Tribal Courts.

SCHUBERT:
Does OCS have an office here in Barrow?

AHSOAK:
Yes, they do.  

SCHUBERT:
Okay.  And do they have any interaction with children that are under the jurisdiction of the Native Village of Barrow?

AHSOAK:
During the weekdays they get the first reports and then they pass them to us and if there are tribal members, then we do the investigations o on it.  We have a memorandum of agreement with the State of Alaska.  

SCHUBERT:
Okay.

PEBLEY:
If you’d like to ask some questions to our Acting Tribal Court Administrator, she is also present.  
BURGESS:
Do you have any questions?  Thank you very much.  

PEBLEY:
Thank you.  

END OF STATEMENT

