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Thank you.  Donna Pennington again.  I want to get back to justice.  We’re not treated fairly in any arena.  The State, the Feds, Park Service, non-Natives coming in.  We can’t protect our lands, we can’t protect our children.  We can’t protect our Elders.  I can’t ___ safe myself.  That’s not right.  

The main injustice is that the State of Alaska will not treat Natives as an equal resident of the State.  The reason this is being established right here in our village is because you know there is a problem, but you just don’t know how big it is.  And we can’t even give you every detail, but what we can tell you is we’re discriminated against.  We’re penalized for being who we are.  
Our people live in fear.  We have an individual walking around and her attacker is still around.  How can we say we’re helping our people when we’re living in fear and we feel that there is nothing being done?  Nothing will be done.  I too, look forward to the results of this Commission because this has been going on for years.  Years and Years.  Thirty plus years.  We have testified before to other people.  We’ve gone to every agency we can.  We’ve been given the lip service.  But what I want to know is when are we going to be equal when this is done?  Are you going to tell the Troopers you must enforce the law on Native lands too?  They’re not going to do it unless a powerful Committee such as yourself or Congress says you must treat the Natives of Alaska fairly.  
Let’s talk about environmental justice.  The military built all these roads up here.  They buried all their stuff.  We have a pit right here at the head waters of our drinking water.  We can’t even get them to clean up their own contamination.  All of our right of ways in Alaska; all the power lines and all those were sprayed with DTA and Agent Orange.  We pick berries on those.  We have the highest cancer rates of the world, I believe.  Right here in Mentasta which is—If you look statistically, the highest rate is cancer.  The highest death rate from suicide.  
If you want to talk about rural justice, something will be done.  You put money into the system; you’ll force the agencies to enforce their own regulations.  

It hurts me to see my people live in fear.  Okay.  I know that when you’re gone, that fear will still be there.  I know that when you’re gone these Troopers will still not respond.  We’ve exposed ourselves to more ridicule ___ the State for this.  

Discrimination is very ugly.  We live it in a day to day environment.  Our children, just right now are being discriminated because the State of Alaska won’t give them money for a playground.  I’ve already brought that point up.  But look at our education system.  Because we are rural, we cannot—we have to fight for every dime to teach anything.  We can’t—It’s really frustrating to beat your head up against the same wall when you’re dealing with State and Federal agencies.  It’s really hard to see people trashing your land.  Leaving their contaminated waste.  Taking all your resources without permission and seeing the government turn a blind eye.  
The laws of this land are to be fair including the laws that were supposed to protect us and the laws that are supposed protect the wildlife.  If you look at our prosecution rates, we’re the only ones being prosecuted for poaching, for example.  Not the only ones, but the majority of the cases.  

I feel we’re easy targets and I’m really depending on you guys to carry this forward because we’ve spoke about this to many agencies ‘til we’re blue in the face and yet nothing gets done.  

We talk about the high suicide rates.  I can see why.  We’ve got young individuals who are no longer allowed to hunt; no longer allowed to practice their culture; no longer allowed to be the individual that we want them to be.  Drugs and alcohol are just a side affect.  
The main problem of discrimination has not been addressed yet even at a preschool level.  It’s unfairly being, not taught, but showed.  Those agencies that are discriminating, there is no recourse for us.  They continue to discriminate.  
The State of Alaska--You can have the entire State of Alaska tell you the State Troopers won’t respond to Native lands.  But what are you going to do about it?  What can we see from here?  How can I make these people feel better?  Safer?  
That individual that went around shooting a gun--He was shooting guns.  People were trapped in their own homes.  To this day, he can still come back.  He could walk in here today with that gun and what are you going to do?  You’ll be as helpless as we were.  
I respond to a lot of the domestic violence calls.  I’m just a young lady.  I should be ___.  I’m going to be an Elder here soon.  They’ll be times I won’t be able to.  But you know what?  I know why they call me because they can’t call the State of Alaska.  

I know why most of the Natives are in jail and why they have durestion towards the State of Alaska.  It’s a mirror image of what’s been shown us.  We are clumped in as drunk Natives.  Not all of us are drunk Natives.  Some of us really fight hard to get others off—to help each community.  And its frustrating.  I’ve been doing this a long time.  There’s other people that have been doing it a long time.  Some of us are numb now to this discrimination.  And I hate to say that, but I’m kind of—I have thick skin now.  I see it every day that my skin has gotten thick and that’s not right because we have young ladies being brought up—their skin isn’t as thick as mine.  They’re going to get out here in the world and they’re going to get torn apart.  And a lot of this kind of started when we were young.  We weren’t taught how to defend ourselves against the non-Native aggressor who knows the laws; who knows the rules.  
We have regulations put on us now with the Federal Subsistence Regulations just to get a caribou around here.  You got to know which boundary you’re in; which area.  Unit 11.  Then you’ve got to know where the Federal boundaries are and then the State boundaries and then every hunter really has no chance against you guys.  We have no chance.  And as soon as we find a way somehow, we’re beaten down.
The State of Alaska didn’t even have a law against gambling until a Native decided we could be like those guys and have economic development.  We can do ___ and have gambling.  There’s a chance.  But no, no, no, no.  The State of Alaska clamped down on that first.  Somehow we don’t have those rights.  

And I feel that sometimes these laws are being made in response to what’s happening to us in the courts.  I can’t say enough that the biggest point we probably have is discrimination by all agencies.

And when you leave here, I want you guys to think about it through this testimony you’ve heard.  You better cry for that young girl because she has to live with this when you’re gone.  That person would still be here too next week when you’re gone.  The Troopers won’t ___.  And what happens next time?  What if ___ threatened all her life?  Or my life?  My life’s been threatened many times.  The Troopers don’t care.  You don’t care not as individuals.  People who know me, maybe.  But really, the law doesn’t.  Only after I’m dead, will something happen if it came to that.  
But the many times that my life’s been threatened, I’ve stared down the barrel of a gun.  I realize that I was on my own.  The State of Alaska wasn’t going to help.  I can’t call Lars.  He’s got things to do too.  But sometimes we feel like we are the law.  So if we’re going to be the law, we better need more authority.

Thank you.
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