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BURGESS:
Thank you.  Any questions from the Commissioners?  Commissioner Justin.

JUSTIN:
Thank you.  I have just a brief question.  
PERRY:
Okay.

JUSTIN:
You mentioned economic issue as part of your ____ and presumably you’ll be able to explain it in a little more detail what you meant by the term economic impact and it will go with the other two questions I had.

PERRY:
The economic justice-- the reality is for many victims of domestic violence is it hard for them to leave that situation if you don’t have a good paying job to support your children and to support yourself; to get housing.  
Many of the people who utilize our system are at the poverty level and there’s a reason for that.   They can’t just go out and get an apartment.  I mean it’s hard.   There are barriers there.  
Many States, and I’m not sure about Alaska, but I know in the Lower 48 have many economic empowerment components to domestic violence shelters -- to their services because they realize that if women have economic justice they are probably not going to leave these domestic violence situations.  It’s a big barrier to women.  

JUSTIN:
And you have--in those States that do provide economic justice, you have included the information and can forward to us?

PERRY:
Yes.  In my written testimony, I have listed -- researched everything that I have referred to.  You can look that up and get more detailed information.  

JUSTIN:
Thank you.  The second question that I have – you spoke of the ___ of response team of this kind of support group effort.
PERRY:
Um hum.

JUSTIN:
Were you thinking of folks that ___ response team staff and volunteers or perhaps a mix of volunteers and trained technicians or all the way __ or both?
PERRY:
I think it has to be both.  
Some of the research that I have read is that what makes families successful is not so much from having all these formal supports, but actually the most successful families are people with informal support.  So from families, churches, ____ from their community.  So I think it’s important that you have a mixture of both.  
So what needs to happen is you need to hold the batter accountable but you also need to let them know that this is unacceptable by everyone.  And so if you have those formal and informal components and that community response team, I think it will make a difference.  
JUSTIN:
You can safely say that your response team should be first and foremost made of caring people.
PERRY:
Yes.

JUSTIN:
Thank you.  This is the last question I have.  You spoke about mandatory arrest as not being as effective as it should be.

PERRY:
Um hum.

JUSTIN:
And that there’s an implication there that also a mandatory arrest would escalate the level of violence within an individual ___.  Would you say that that statement is true to a certain extent?
PERRY:
That it would escalate?

JUSTIN:
That a mandatory arrest would heighten the tension within the domestic violence situation or what I’m trying to get at is there a chance of a mandatory arrest making the conflict between the individual more heightened or more….

PERRY:
I’m not sure I can answer that.  I really don’t know if I know the answer to that question. 
But what it does do is this -- we have many women who are hesitant to go and get medical treatment; to go and get help because their fear is their partner will be arrested – they have to report it to whatever—the authorities.  So I think that’s more my concern.  
I don’t know if I can answer that question.  I certainly could take the time to go and research it a little bit more and find those answers for you.  
JUSTIN:
I ask the question because I’ve observed that very happen stance….
PERRY:
Um hum.

JUSTIN:
Though many of the female partners are very hesitant to utilize the law enforcement system, which is the mandatory arrest….

PERRY:
Right.  

JUSTIN:
And I wasn’t sure exactly what was the driving force at the time.

PERRY:
I think it’s the fear their partner will be arrested and my concern with that is that I know that I have had many women who have walked through the shelter with what I would consider ___ injuries and some serious injuries that need medical treatment and yet they will refuse to go to get and seek medical treatment because they’re afraid somehow that law enforcement is going to get involved.  And that’s a concern.  That’s a big concern.

JUSTIN:
Thank you.  That’s all the questions I have.  You’ve been very helpful.
PERRY:
Okay.  

BURGESS:
Commissioner Bullard.

BULLARD:
I just had a question.    I know a number of our communities we have VPSO’s -- I think like now seven of our communities and I know that there are VPO’s in some of our other communities.  But what are women saying to you in terms of being able to get help in those communities without law enforcement?  What do they do?
PERRY:
They can’t do anything.  That’s why we really need to take this on a village level.  There needs to be a domestic violence project in every village.  There needs to be a VPSO in every village.  We have women who call and there’s not a VPSO and the weather has turned ugly.  They can’t get out.  They cannot get out.  What are they to do?  
We try to do safety planning, but the reality is what kind of safety planning are you going to make with a woman when its 80 below zero and she has nowhere to go?  

What are they to do?  They’re stuck.  So they don’t feel safe and they don’t feel secure.  

At one time St. Michael—The Village of St. Michael had a Domestic Violence project and I was really sad to see that that project ended.  
Number one, what I noticed from the time that it ended until now, we had seen a decrease in the number of referrals that we’re getting from St. Michael and the number of questions that we’re getting from St. Michael.  

Now what that tells me I think there’s just as much domestic violence as there was before, but women do not have a safe place; a local place; somewhere they can go to feel safe and secure and talk about their problems and then to get referrals to what resources they may need.  

When that program ended in St. Michael, those numbers dropped from St. Michael.  We didn’t see it.  We don’t think there’s less domestic violence, but that tells me is women are more silent and their scared now and they are not accessing resources that are necessary for them to be safe.  
BULLARD:
How many shelter nights—Off the top of your head, I’m sure….
PERRY:
Lots.  We….

BULLARD:
For women and their children.

PERRY:
Okay.  In 2003, we had 2,053 shelter nights.  Now in 2004 we had 3,000 ___ and 91 shelter nights.  In 2003—our total services and that’s everything that we provided, we had a total of 18,331.  In 2004 we had 38,899, that’s an increase of over 20,000 and our numbers keep going up.  So that’s kind of scary.  There’s no end in sight.  It doesn’t seem like that is decreasing at all.  
BULLARD:
One more question.  Is the women’s shelter adequately funded to do the work that you’re trying to do?
PERRY:
No.  No.  We don’t have the staffing and we don’t have the funding to do what we can do.  In the last six months, I have turned away 25 women and children because we’ve been full.  So, no.  

And that’s why I say it really needs to be taken to the village level too.  Because the reality is, this is a huge Region.  Is it 25,000 square miles?  It’s a huge Region.  Not one agency is formed to be able to do this.  
And I’ve talked to my staff about my vision.  What would be great is to have a domestic violence project in every village and then we would have the one here in Nome and then we could get together and build a coalition and then combine our resources and maybe really do some effective work.

I know people have talked about prevention work, but you need to get out there and educate.  I can tell you one difference was between 2003 and 2004.  We did that.  We heard that.  And so we made a push to go out and educate about resources that are available to victims.  
We did 110 presentations and workshops in villages and in Nome and we were inundated.  I mean our services increased, like I said, by over 20,000.  We didn’t have the staff.  We weren’t prepared for that.  
So it really needs to be a regional effort.  We really need to get other projects into those smaller villages and we need to combine our resources.
JUSTIN:
I just have a ____.  Thank you.  I just have a follow-up question.  You stated that in the last six months you had to turn away 25 women.  Did they had children?

PERRY:
Um hum.

JUSTIN:
All of them?

PERRY:
Yes.  

BURGESS:
I want to go back to the mandatory arrest issue just for a moment.  

PERRY:
Um hum.

BURGESS
But I’m wondering if you have an alternative suggestion to mandatory arrest and part of that – I need your answer, if you’ve got some  suggestions as to how you overcome the potential liability of putting a woman back into the situation where you don’t have a mandatory arrest where she may be further harmed or worse.  And if you don’t take her out of that situation….

PERRY:
Um hum.

BURGESS:
Or take the perpetrator out of the situation.  
PERRY:
What I’ve read about these peacemaking circles, they really seem to be effective.  Now here’s the thing with those.  Not everyone is going to be an appropriate referral.  We are going to have some very dangerous perpetrators who would not be appropriate for this sort of thing.  This would be good for first time offenders.  
I think—I’m not sure how to answer that.  You always have the risk.  Okay.  You always have the risk.  But what we’re seeing is it’s not a deterrent.  You have these same people coming in over and over and over again so we need to look at something different.  And I don’t know if sending people back through the system--What are we doing?  
I don’t know.  I really believe in spending our resources wisely on something that works.  And I’m not sure if this is the answer.  I think—My point is we need to start looking outside the box and we need to start thinking of different ways of handling this because it’s not working.  
BURGESS:
I guess I understand what you’re saying because my first thought would be protecting the person who’s …..
PERRY:
But there are options available for the victim.  She can go get a protective order.  She can have that person removed.  She also has the ability to look at that police officer and say he assaulted me, I want him arrested.  

So there are options.  

I don’t know.  It’s a scary thing.  You’re right.  It’s a scary thing.  But it seems like we’re spinning our wheels and we are spending a lot of money and it’s not working.  So we need to think of some other alternatives.  

BURGESS:
Thank you.

CORBISER:
You mentioned safe houses too as well as having a DV program in each village.  Would having a DV program in each village be enough?  Or would it need to have a safe house type environment as well?
PERRY:
I think you would need a safe house type environment.  I know at the St. Michaels program they had a small safe house.  They had a little apartment that they could put women up.  And what was nice about that is we worked closely with them.  And the advocate would call up and say DeNette you know what, I’ve got an ___________ victim on this ___ we really need to get her out of here.  And so we were able to work together.  And so women that that advocate or that woman’s shelter -- was a safety  issue and she needed to leave.  They flew her out and we brought her into the Shelter.  
But sometimes all they need is just a break.  And I really think that women have the right, I think, to seek services from people they feel comfortable with.  I think it’s unfair to ask women to take their children from their home and fly one hundred miles to come to Nome.  It’s not right.  It’s not right.  
CORBISER:
I think to take a break or even just having somebody there to talk to; to educate them about what resources are available even if you can’t necessarily….

PERRY:
Right.

CORBISER:
…have a specific safe location.

PERRY:
Right.

CORBISER:
And somebody to educate on this is how you can protect yourself; these are the resources that are available.  

PERRY:
I think it’s important that we get a project going.

BURGESS:
Well thank you very much.  We appreciate your testimony.
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