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I’m Edna Ungadruk (phonetic) Peters.  I’m a 23 year resident of the Village of Ruby.  I’m the former presiding judge of the Ruby Tribal Court; former Chief of the Village Council of Ruby.  Currently I’m the Vice President of Tanana Chiefs Health Board.  I also serve on the Interior Region ___ Board; the Galena Clinic of Mental Health Board.  My husband and I are licensed foster parents and we specialize in babies.  
I’m here to speak in defense of tribal courts.  I think tribal courts are very essential in the villages, especially when it comes to child protection, which is kind of what I’ve dedicated my life to.  I believe every child should have a happy childhood and the way to ensure children to live a happy childhood is to make sure that parents are taking good care of them.  

If the villages have to depend on the DFYS State child protection, they will be neglected because those people are so overwhelmed with case loads its hard to look at a village child.  That’s when the tribal court comes in and can keep a close eye on parents.  
When a tribal court removes the child from their home, the foster parents are usually tribally members in the village so that the child is in his home village probably with a relative until the parents can seek treatment and help themselves.

One of the more intrical parts of this system is the Tribal Family and Youth Specialist, who I would have to argue with that man from the State, has the most stressful job of anyone.  That position and the health aide are very stressful.  

I’ll give you an example of some of the things that might happen when a tribal court is involved with a removal of a child.  One time we got—the court got—The TFYS contacted me around ten o’clock at night about a family that had been drinking for days and the children were being neglected.  So we got together—the whole tribal court met in the VPSO’s office and went to the home as a group.  There were three children in the group.  The oldest was seven and then there was a three year old boy and a nine month old infant.  There were four men and four women in our group.  The men scooped up the seven year old and the three year old, leaving the TFYS worker and me to look around for the baby’s clothes and blankets because it was about oh thirty below, I think.  And we were the last to leave house and we didn’t know if the father had a rifle trained on us or not because he was drunk and he was mad.  

So I think the State needs to support tribal courts and they need to support TFYS workers because they are doing jobs as social workers, but they’re getting probably a fourth of the salary.  They have no training really to be doing what they’re doing.  Social workers in the DFYS system are expected to have a master’s degree-- education and most TFYS workers are lucky to have completed high school.  Then they have a month-long training session and then after that a Continuing Ed in the succeeding years.  This person doesn’t usually work longer than two or three years because of the stress involved with her job and it’s usually a woman.  

Another problem that villagers see when they interface with the urban jail is that it—we have—once a person is in jail, their relative doesn’t know what they can do to help that person.  You go to the jail and nobody will help you.  They tell us, oh we’re not a hotel; we don’t have to tell you anything.  So I think it would be helpful if maybe the State would prepare pamphlets to send out to the villages that give parents and other relatives or people going to jail what the rights are of that person and what their recourse is.  

And that will conclude my remarks.  I just feel that tribal courts really need to be in the village, especially for child protection.

BLATCHFORD:
Okay.  Thank you, Edna.  Those are very good remarks.  Any questions?  Wilson.

JUSTIN:
Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  Edna, thank you for sharing your time with us.  You said you were the presiding judge.  Are you a volunteer?  

PETER:
The tribal court is really-- is the tribal council and we are—We’re all volunteers.  We were elected and we’re all volunteers.

JUSTIN:
So the entire system is volunteer.  Unpaid people.

PETER:
Right.

JUSTIN:
Thank you.

PETER:
You’re welcome.  

BLATCHFORD:
Thank you, Edna.  It’s good to see you again.  
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