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BURGESS:
Thank you very much.  Any questions from the Commissioners?
CORBISER:
Could you explain a little bit more about SB 19?

POOTOOGOOLUK:
Just knowing that the Alaska Legal Services offices throughout the State, they had been real strong several years ago and have received declining State dollars and yet a lot of the low income families in rural Alaska, including our villages in this Region rely on Alaska Legal Services for assistance.  This Bill was just recently introduced.  I was tracking the Bill ____ introduced trying to figure out what legislation would benefit or be valuable.  This was introduced by Senator Rob Seekins from Fairbanks.  

CORBISER:
Would it be a funding mechanism for Alaska Legal Services?  Or would it create a separate legal services organization?

POOTOOGOOLUK:
According to this Bill it would provide a financial mechanism whereby the legislation would make appropriations to organizations that provide civil legal services to low income families.  This would be accomplished through the creation of an account funded by provisions under AS 09.17.020.  This section of Alaska Law requires that 50% of all punitive damage awards be turned over to the State and deposited into the general fund.  

My reading – My understanding is that the fund would be used to fund the Alaska Legal Services because of the declining State revenue and I think this is one way to provide these services.  

BURGESS:
Commissioner Bullard.

BULLARD:
Mr. Chair, I was just going to say, here in Nome we have a couple of attorneys in private practice, but there are no attorneys in our villages and if people have any kind of civil matter: child custodies, in some instances child custody or even divorce, they have no legal – They have no avenue to get legal representation unless they can afford to pay $160 an hour, which many, many, many of our residents cannot afford to do that.  So they have no legal representation in most villages.  

POOTOOGOOLUK:
And I think that Alaska Legal Services – The staff in the last years before their staffing was reduced, I mean, at least the people out in the villages were able to communicate and work closely with the staff and they also became familiar with the legal process, but yet for different reasons they need some assistance.  They can’t afford to hire private attorneys.  

BURGESS:
Commissioner Justin.

JUSTIN:
Thank you Mr. Chairman.  I have two questions for you, Helen.  The first one is on the sexual assault response team.  And its activated – Who activates – Where is it activated at?  Is it at the VPSO level or the hospital?  A volunteer level?  Medical practioners? 
POOTOOGOOLUK:
The team – usually its health care providers.  Before that, Norton Sound, they do this in addition to their regular job duties.  Like our P.H. and nurses, they serve as part of the team.  But they do respond and work closely with the Police Department, of course the VPSO, the health aides out in the villages.  
JUSTIN:
It was stared by medical practioners?  

POOTOOGOOLUK:
Yes.  Because it was driven – As I mentioned earlier by the high numbers of sexual assault cases that was coming through the hospital.  In such cases, the police is also involved.  

JUSTIN:
And it’s all volunteers?

POOTOOGOOLUK:
Right now it’s all volunteers.  But they really would like funding to create a position so this person can make sure that none of the cases fall through the cracks; that the victims are receiving the services.  
Because as I mentioned earlier, if they’re not so busy at the hospital, I’m sure they’ll be seen quickly, but there are some emergencies that our health care providers have to deal with.  But they do the best they can of course the victims are not ignored.  

JUSTIN:
And the second question.  I have was in regards to your police patrol.  
POOTOOGOOLUK:
Um hum.

JUSTIN:
I wasn’t clear whether or not you were talking about hundreds of people or a group of people.  Many people—How many people are involved?

POOTOOGOOLUK:
My goodness.  We started this in October.  The planning took place, I think, starting in September—No.  August or September and there was just some volunteers who served on the Regional Wellness Board.  They had this idea to – We’re always meeting, recommending, suggesting to other Regional organizations or to the Police Department and they did that – we can walk the walk and lend a helping hand and form – enhance our relationships with the Police Department and other agencies.  
And for our first planning meeting; it was published just locally and low and behold we had close to thirty or forty volunteers who came to our first planning meeting.  However there is a lot more who signed up to patrol some shifts during the month of October.  

BULLARD:
We had a total of 58 volunteers that signed up to help patrol Nome and the reason that this was created was to help provide an extra measure of safety because of the _____ situation here in Nome.  

JUSTIN:
Thank you.  And kind of a follow up to that.  We saw some of the testimonies here and ____ forum out here.  And I guess the point that I’m looking at is whether or not it’s tribal or non-profit or city or what have you.  Any time you have a group of people who care, good things happen.

POOTOOGOOLUK:
Yes.  The good thing about the safety patrol is that people from different cultures who made up the team.  And they all share a common goal; just making sure that people are safe on the streets and there’s no problems.  
I think through this experience we also developed closer relationships with these local agencies and also raised awareness out in the Region and in our villages.  
Several people from one of the villages even volunteered because they heard about this effort and did patrol one evening.  And I think this is the first time that this has been done in our Region.  
It’s a grassroots effort that we’d like to continue.  We’re realizing that – I know the Police Department wanted us to patrol every night.  That was a big dream, however we can take small steps.  Again, this is all volunteers without any really big financial support.  A lot of it was in kind.  

BURGESS:
You had some Commissioners out there patrolling, didn’t you?

POOTOOGOOLUK:
At Anvil Mountain Correctional Center.  Yes, we had.  ____ out there too.  
BURGESS:
Okay.  

POOTOOGOOLUK:
When you’re in Nome the next time, you’re more than welcome to join the patrol.

BURGESS:
Well is there one tonight?

POOTOOGOOLUK:
You can come back at Iditarod time.  

BURGESS:
Okay.  Great.  I was hoping I would get an invitation.  Well thank you very much.  We really appreciate your testimony.

POOTOOGOOLUK:
Thank you.
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