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Hi.  My name is Shawn Sanford.  
One thing I wanted to talk about is domestic violence.  We have domestic violence in our community and the Cops get called and they don’t respond.  And if they do respond, it’s usually three days later.  When someone’s getting beaten up, they don’t respond at all.  

I wanted to clarify what Lisa was talking about, about this person not from the community.  They were a non-Native person and they beat up about four or five people around here.  One guy was medi-vac’d out of here to Anchorage.  And he pulled guns on people and the Troopers never came down.  He got beat up; the Troopers were here that day investigating that. 

And also to get turned in before and in return they turned the person in for shooting a moose, the Troopers were down here investigating that day.  

I know a lot of times when we have domestic violence in the community it’s usually up to the community members to help out the person that needs help because the Troopers won’t respond.  

I notice they respond a lot more when its non-Natives that are in danger.  

With trespassing too, we’ve gone up there and seen people trespassing and we try to go talk to them to inform them that they’re trespassing and they’ve pulled guns on our people too.  The Troopers haven’t come down for that either.  They haven’t responded.  

I know one time when I was younger there was some non-Natives that accused my uncle of robbing them.  They came up with a gun.  They wanted to shoot him.  He hid from them and we called the Troopers and they didn’t respond to the—but when these non-Natives called the Troopers and reported my uncle for robbing them, they responded that day.  

There’s a—This village was a dry village that just voted to become a damp village.  And the village would turn people in for bringing alcohol into the village.  The Troopers wouldn’t respond to that.  There’s been people banished from this village and the Troopers did not enforce those banishments neither.  

We had a Cop through the COPS program and the Troopers wouldn’t acknowledge that Officer either.  

I thought that was a good opportunity for the Troopers to work with him to enforce laws here in the community, but they wouldn’t acknowledge him.  

That’s all I wanted to say.  

BURGESS:
Thank you.  One of the things that—the law enforcement working group has been working on is trying to come up with a way for the different law enforcement agencies in the State to ___ what kind of training other ___ officers have when it’s a village ____________ officers so that they can feel comfortable when they talk to that person and understanding who it is they’re talking to; what kind of training they’ve had and one of the things they are taking a look at.  But I guess the other thing I want to tell you is its not an uncommon theme  we’ve been hearing about a lot is law enforcement out-- in response to calls to a community when they need somebody whether they’re not getting out at all or whether it’s taking a long time to get out.  And this is important for us to hear this and it’s also ___________  you’re not alone in having that problem.  

JUSTIN:
Thank you, Shawn.  I have two quick questions.  The first one, when you talked about someone named __ and there’s no help from the State Troopers.  Do you ________ the—What I’m trying to get at is presumably the person that’s being _____ enforce ___ state is..

SANFORD:
Yes.

JUSTIN:
Right?  

SANFORD:
Yes.  

JUSTIN:
You have to go.  And ____ causing trouble.  Do the State Troopers come in later on if you make repeated calls about that same person?  Or ______?  

SANFORD:
 I have never seen them come down.  It was the same person Lisa was talking about.  He assaulted at least four or five people.  They have never come down until he got beat up and they were here that day.  

JUSTIN:
What I’m trying to clarify for the record is that it doesn’t matter really what or how the Tribal Council does try and protect its citizens here, it only matters ___ and it sounds like to me, it really matters what the color the person is, is what determines the response.  That’s kind of what I’m trying to get at here.  

SANFORD:
Yeah.  That’s what I’ve seen.

JUSTIN:
I just needed clarification.  The other question is you spoke about domestic violence.  In domestic violence cases, one of those things that nobody keeps tracks of and there’s no statistics because people ____ draw back ___ but just off the top of your head tell me in the last 90 days, how many times the Troopers were called on domestic violence situations.

SANFORD:
I’m not too sure.  It’s not always reported when it happens.  But I know it does happen and another thing I know is if the person that’s getting beaten up is drinking or drinking alcohol, they won’t respond either.  And to me that’s not right because they’re still a victim, regardless if they’re drinking or not. 

JUSTIN:
Thank you.  I appreciate it.  

SCHUTT:
How much does the Tribal Council intervene or play a role in domestic violence since the Troopers don’t seem to respond?  
SANFORD:
They don’t really intervene unless it’s brought to the Tribal Council.  But the community members have—there’s times when community members have to intervene just to protect that person while they’re getting beaten up.  That’s what I’m talking about.  

SCHUTT:
I see.

SANFORD:
The community.  But if it’s brought to the Tribal court, they’ll take them to Tribal court and it’s up to the victim to do that.  

BURGESS:
Well thank you very much.  
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