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My name is Pete Schaeffer and I’m the older brother of Ross.
  And I have significant experience on the tribal side because I spent about ten years on a IRA Council as a president of the Council.  And then I spent about five years on the other end of it—the administrative end for a number of years.  
I’d like to speak on two subjects that I think hinge on whether justice is truly served in the bush or not.  One is attitudes and the other is education.   I find it appalling that most of the education of our Native people into the judicial is as victims.  And I think that’s wrong.  And I have yet to see any meaningful extension of education about our judicial system from the State.  
And I think with the tribes—I think the other thing is a level of fear out there.  Especially by those that are not favorable to the existence of tribes.  

I think that’s an attitude problem.  Because I believe that if there’s an opportunity to work together like some folks do, I think it’s a real opportunity to get things done.  Because you can spend that same energy without fighting amongst yourselves which I think is totally useless and a disgusting waste of human energy.

I think that fear is based on peoples’ perceptions of who we may be as tribal people.  But let me tell you that for the services sometimes that’s provided by the State, most of our villages—the only experience they have sometimes with the State is when the trooper plane comes flying over your village and you look up at it and basically say “Hell, what’s happened now?”  
And I think that an educational process needs to happen because I saw something happen in Bethel a number of years ago where they have the court navigator, and that’s a person that speaks the language and knows the people.  And I think that’s an educational issue that I think can be a cross-cultural exposure of some sort.  Even to people that have lived in the State all their lives and still don’t know anything about the bush.  If they’re going to have anything to do with the bush, you’d have some kind of cross cultural education as to what their dealing with.  
In this day and age, I still find that that’s—its’ not a pleasant experience to even get some of the judicial services that you have a right to, such as information; birth certificates and death certificates.  Whatever.  
And most of the time when you wind up in the court building, there’s a prevailing attitude of a stand-offish nature.  But I don’t think it’s conducive to a very healthy community and I think that needs to be changed.  
And finally I think in the arena of education, I think that for a State that’s been in existence for as long as it has, it still has not seen a Native in the Superior Court yet—a judge.  Yet we are the biggest problem, so to speak, that the State has.  And why is that?  I think that’s also an issue of fear and a lack of education.  Because I know that in a lot of villages—in every village, there’s good people.  But yet when we have law enforcement come in or we have the judicial system come in, sometimes you can get the sense that there’s a prevailing pre-attitude about who we are and what we are.  
And I think we are willing to provide some solution to the problem by being invited to some kind of gathering where it’s not intimating where we can talk directly with our enforcement people, we can talk directly with our judicial people.  And yet sometimes that takes a tribal note to it, because sometimes we’re the only ones brave enough to go and try and even do that.  
So I’m just saying that I think the true aspects of what I believe are important for anything to succeed in bush Alaska is for the system to review its attitude about the justice it services.  Because I think, as victims, people feel sometimes that it’s not justice that we’re getting, especially when we see the results that may be different than what we read in the papers about maybe a similar crime that’s happened somewhere else.  It’s a need to address, if there’s such a thing as a double standard for Native people.  I think that’s worth talking about. 

And then finally on the educational note, I think it’s a significant value to start to involve people in the processes that define their future, literally.  Because if you’re sentenced to a term in prison, I mean that’s a future too.  And I think that an educational effort needs to happen that is not intimidating, that is inviting.  Because I think ultimately respect is only earned when it’s a two way street.  

Thank you very much.

BULLARD:
Not a question.  Just a comment.  And this is for Pete’s information.  We’ve formed what we call our “Wellness Forum” in the Bering Straits Region, which includes folks from our Regional Non-profit, service providers, the Troopers, the Nome Police Department, et cetera.  

And one of the things that we’ve talked about is how to recreate wellness within the Region in terms of our villages—at the village level as well as at the Regional level.  

And then we just decided that our next meeting is going to be out at the Anvil Mountain Correctional Center and that we were going to sit down and talk with those individuals, around which we have a revolving door situation.  And those folks are primarily from the Bering Straits and the NANA Region.  Let’s go out and talk with them about what we as service providers or law enforcement or assistance people could have done along the way to prevent them from ending up where they’re at and what we can do in the future to help them get out of that cycle – because it’s that population around which many of our social issues evolve in terms of domestic violence, substance abuse, child sexual abuse, all of those issues.  There’s a revolving door situation.  So that’s where we’re having our next meeting in the Nome area.  We’ll share the results with NANA folks.  
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