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Hi.  My name is Elaine Simeon and I work for Chistna Tribal Council which is in Chistochina.  I’ve worked there for the last ten or twelve years.  
The Tribal Council of Chistochina has been around since way before I’ve been and the Tribal Council has always handled issues and problems in the village; things that come up.  
In the last few years, as you know, Tribal Court and Circle Sentencing has become a thing that the villages are utilizing.  The Village of Chistochina has utilized these and we’ve found that the people that come through these—the Court or the Circle, they feel better about sitting down and talking with your own Tribal government rather than working things out with the State system.  

In the State system, what people don’t know—the people before them, they don’t have their best interest at heart where I think in the villages you find this.  People want to work out solutions and they go out of their way to do this and it helps them in the long run.  

Like everybody else, one of the things is the no response from the Troopers even though we’re on the road system.   We’re not even fifty miles from Glennallen but sometimes we call and there’s no response.  And like everybody else said, it depends on what it is and who is calling.  

Another thing that has been brought up is trespass.  We have a lot of trespass in Chistochina and the Troopers don’t deal with it.  We have to deal with a lot of it.  One of the bigger ones we had problems with was on the Chistochina River Trail and the Trail--the Elders told us—they always—it was being ruined.  And so we started calling around trying to get help about it and no one ever responded.  And so finally the village took it upon themselves to come up with a documentary on the Chistochina River Trail and we had it published.  And it wasn’t until we went did that, that there was some notes taken and some action done on that Trail.  But it’s a far beyond __ now.  

The other thing is the dispatch system and this is just for Glennallen.  At times when the Troopers aren’t in their offices, there are calls that go in—go straight to Anchorage or Fairbanks or wherever.  So when you call in, the people that answer it they don’t know where you’re at so you have to take the time to explain to them where that—where this place is at and what’s going.  And then it just stops there.  It never goes anywhere else.  So sometimes you wonder where--some of these calls are serious and there’s just no call back to let people know that it got heard and it’s being taken care of.  

I know years ago the dispatch used to be local in Glennallen, but now pretty much all the calls, I think, get patched through so it’s hard to get a hold of the local Troopers in Glennallen.  

The other thing I wanted to touch on is that like everybody else has said that the State needs to recognize the Tribes because the Tribes have been here doing what they’ve been doing for many, many, many years and they’ve dealt with their issues and their problems and the State can’t come in and tell you what to do if they don’t know what we’ve been doing.  

Our Tribal court is really now starting to get active, but the State isn’t recognizing them.  So we only get cases that they think we can handle even though there are many of those out there we can address.  
They just need to communicate with us and recognize us as a Tribal sovereignty entity.  We have many other partnerships out there.  We have government to government relationships with the National Park Service, with the Bureau of Land Management but the State itself won’t recognize us as a Tribal entity and they need to do that.  

Thank you.

JUSTIN:
One round-about question.  I know that you were talking about trespass on the Chistochina Trail and that’s just one system, one individual ___.  Who knows how many.  Can you, off the top of your head, give us a number for the record of what you think it cost Chistna to document the trespass ___ for that video documentary you spoke of.  
SIMEON:
From start to finish with all the time involved and the working of it, over a $50,000.  

BURGESS:
Thank you very much.  

END OF STATEMENT

