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I’d like to welcome all of the Commissioners.  My name is Henry Smith.  I’m a retired logger, fisherman.  Extinct—almost extinct now.  
I’ve worked with the IRA Council which is now OVK.  I’ve been a City Council member for about twenty years and when I first got married, I was a Cop for a year.  And one of my greatest regrets in life, I had a chance to sign up for the State Troopers and I didn’t do it--Since there’s a lot of young people here.  I was the Mayor for a couple of years and my political life is over.  I’m a husband, grandfather.  I have six kids and one great grandson.  

In the process of being in politics when our forefathers said all men are created equal, they meant well.  But in our every day life it doesn’t happen.  And in this respect of judges and lawyers, attorneys, their base salary is up here and a lot of the Native people, working people, are here and when they go to court, then they’re dealing with the people up here.  And when they deal with the of Circle Peacemaking—when they deal with the Circle Peacemaking, the Circle comes down to them because we are the people.  And this is the process that I enjoy the most.  

I’ve had to sign up for several young men.  I had to see how they were doing under the—It came out of the Circle Peacemaking.  And now I signed up for my niece, which I’m very happy to do.  I care about these young kids that are growing up.  We have to give them a better life and the only way we can do it, is by these cultural aspects that they have.  
In our life, the people before me always told me it’s better to be seen than to be heard (_speaking in Tlingit_).  It’s better to be seen than heard.  And I enjoy this process because it makes everybody equal when you speak in a Circle.  There’s no end.  
And all of these things that happened in our community when it becomes racial, then we’re on a different level.  But we don’t have any of those kind of problems because we try to teach our children the right way.  Even a lot of times we get hurt, but in the old Tlingit way, they always say when you do bad things to people, beware its going to come back to you.  And that’s what I try to teach my sons and they’re all bigger than I am.  They’re all stronger than I am so I have to be very careful.  
But all of these things that had happened in our community, I am happy to see that we’re helping a lot of people and I hear there’s a lot of Native people in jails.  But when you look at our community, it makes me feel good to see they done ___.  That doesn’t mean you have to die and be swept under the carpet.  It means that through this process they can dust themselves off no matter what the consequences are.  Anytime you make a mistake, there’s a consequence.  You have to face it.  You can’t go around it.  You can’t go over it.  
And all of these problems that we try to deal with—not try, we deal with it.  And to me it’s a very important stuff that has to be taken by our Native community.  We have a lot to learn.  We’ve learned a lot and we’re still learning.  And what I believe in most of all is the way that our forefathers taught us -- the respect of the land.  That’s why we’re still alive.  And most of all, the respect of the people.  And the only way you’re going to get that is if you respect yourself.  
A lot of times we shed tears with our clients because it comes from the heart.  And whatever happens in the future, I just pray that things will come to light.  Even if there’s no police department like I hear of in a lot of the different areas up North, they can still survive because they have Elders.  They have people that can show them and tell them this is the way it used to be.  
But I think a lot of times we tend to let things happen and not do anything about it.  And we took a lot of clients without knowing what was going to happen, but now I’m just happy to see that these things are happening within our community.  And all I can say is it’s a good thing.  I believe in it.  When anything opens with a prayer and ends with a prayer, it’s a good thing.  
We can only get better with our people.  And a lot of times I’ve made mistakes in my life.  I’ve been into jail.  But I didn’t die and lay down and die.  I brushed myself off and I got up.  
So I just want to thank each one of you for taking the time off to be here with us.  And I really believe that this is going to work because we care about the people.  We don’t care how long it takes.  We sit in here for three or four hours at a time.  It doesn’t matter. We have to take care of these people.  So I just wanted to end that on—I really think it’s worth it for our people.  Thank you.
BURGESS:
Thank you.  Any questions?

JUSTIN:
One question, Mr. Chairman.  Thank you for taking the time to come here.  You mentioned that you sit in a Circle for as long as it takes.  Is that with one person?  One offender or several offenders?

SMITH:
We’ve dealt with one and we’ve dealt with several.  

JUSTIN:
When you do those long sessions, you—I know some of these sessions as Mike was saying would go up to eight hours.  Did everybody stay throughout the entire session all the way to the end including the offender?  

SMITH:
Correct.

JUSTIN:
I know its volunteer.  Voluntary.  You don’t have to stay there if you don’t want to.

SMITH:
Yeah.

JUSTIN:
But the commitment is such that people will stay all the way to the end?

SMITH:
Yes.  Everybody stays.

JUSTIN:
That’s fantastic.  Thank you.

BURGESS:
Thank you very much.
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