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Good morning.  Hi.  My name is Melanie Smith and I’m an advocate over at the Tundra Women’s Coalition.  And I’m here today just to represent TWC and the women and children and men that are victims of domestic violence, sexual assault and child physical and sexual abuse.  
I grew up in Fairbanks, Bethel and Minnesota and have lots of family in this area and the surrounding villages.  And I moved back here in 2000.  

From my experience working in the schools with children and high school students and also from working at TWC, I’ve seen a really high need for a batterer’s intervention program.  
It’s very important to keep families together, as all of you know and probably agree with me.  And its just better to have a safe place for families to have homes be violence and sexual abuse free.  To have that safety for the family and for the children and the men victims and the mom’s too.

So one thing that I wanted to share are that conventional knowledge that sending an abuser to alcohol treatment will help get rid of the abuse and its true that alcohol tends to make the severity of the violence a lot of worse, but if you take away the alcohol, you can still end up with an abuser.  Women will share that their husband or their boyfriend will still beat them even if they’re sober.  
Marijuana is also a factor in terms of abuse.  Like if a man doesn’t have his marijuana, he might beat her up because the money is gone and he doesn’t have money to get the marijuana.  So that’s also an issue.
Some also say that it’s an anger problem, but studies show that anger management does not always help batterers.  They can continue abusing—A lot of it has to do with their expectations of their family and often they have very unrealistic expectations of what their wife or girlfriend needs to do and any little thing can set them off.  

So what we see a need for is intervention that is specific to address the abusive behavior.  There’s a lot of programs around the State that address abusive behaviors, but we do not have a program out here in the Delta.  So a lot of judges may suggest to an abuser that comes before the court--they might suggest that they go to a program, but they don’t actually make them go.  Because either there’s a lack of funding or the batterer himself doesn’t have a job and he can’t pay for himself to go into a program.  So if we could have something in this area that would provide for that specific intervention that’s needed.  
That’s mostly what I wanted to share today.

SCHUTT:
Any questions?  
CORBISER:
Thanks for your testimony.  Do you have any idea how much it would cost – a program that could be incorporated into some present structure?  Where there might be some cost sharing?  Anything like that?  

SMITH:
I’ve heard of Mike Bicker (phonetic) over at PATC, which is the alcohol treatment center and I’m betting that he would apply for funding for a batterer intervention program.  So that seems like it could be a good place to give some funding to.  That way, when people go there—And it’s a treatment for men and for women there.  For women and men that are batterers either to each other or to their children.  So that could be a place where they can receive the treatment they need for alcohol use, but also to seek the treatment they need specifically for abusive behavior.  

I don’t know if in other areas, if they maybe have batterer’s intervention within the jail system.  That’s something else I was thinking of that might be a way to provide that treatment.  So that while perpetrators are in jail, they can actually be getting counseling specific to the battering so that they’re not just sitting in the cell; not getting better.  But where they can actually be receiving treatment for what they’re in jail for.  
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