CE )

‘By RACHEL D'ORO" -
The Assoclated Prese - - e -
" HOOPER BAY — When Hooper Bay’s.

! seven police officers go on patrol, they
-~ tend to deal with small-town peacekeep-
ing duties, not the violent crime of their
big-city cousins. And that’s fortynate, for
: _ Hooper Bay is the only known municipality
BCINE i the United States whose police officers .

~ Elmer are forbidden from carrying firearmis. .
Simon, tribal The desire of officers to carry arms
government and the refusal of village leaders to per-
administrator,  mit them have caused a rift between the
said he would  two. Town leaders fear firearms will just
support make the village more dangerous; even in
properly trained the hands of cops. Police say town leaders
officers using.  are being unreasonable. :

guns — but only  “Unpredictable, . unexpected things
in emergency  dom't happen here often, but they do hap-
situations.  pen,” said Police Chief James Hoelscher,

~

=Y .

. A . , _*._. 27, who has lived in Hooper Bay since he
= 4

B “James. Hopelscher is Hooper Bay's police chief. His a_sm_ma.. desire to carry fivéarms and the viliage leaders” refu
|eadets fear firearms will make the village more dangerous. Police say town leaders are being unreasonable. *
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forces had released

but he did not say whether the Amer. the

icans thought it important to correct
the misconceptions.

“No, we don’t use cats, killer cats,
al-Qaida cats, mountain cats, tiger
cats, pussy cats or any other cats to ex-
ecute combat operations,” he wrote.

In the dusty main streets of the
villages around here, there’s always
a young, brash fellow on the edge of
the crowd whose claim to familiarity
with the pisho palang trumps every-
one else’s. He saw one just last night.
He killed one recently. Or he can sell
youone, -

At times, the alleged Americann
tives for releasing the pisho palan

and supposed delivery methods strain

[

Q
‘Afraz, 50, tells a

common sense. .

“We heard that foreigners are re-
leasing them at night from planes to
eat people. We heard that usually the
tiger cats attack the threat and drink
all the blood,” said Mohammad Saber,
also from Saidkbail.

Air delivery? But wouldn’t the fall
Eill the cats?

“They fly really low,” said Koko Gul,

his ‘arms, leapiﬁg up )
lustrate his heroism in bare-h

ly wrestling and killing a pisho palang
.that had attacked a boy three or four

months ago. :

- The tiger cat “attacked like an al- -

coholic man,” he began. “He went for
my throat. I grabbed his throat with my

left hand and beat him to the ground.

has scary os)
m ruary.

His cousii
that cat but
month later; ;)
bling, said E

GUNS: Chief fights to change policy

. Continued from A-1
ing public assistance.

And no one can remember a time when police
carried guns. ‘

Hooper Bay leaders cite concerns over poten-
tial mishaps or misuse of authority, even by pro-
Jfessionally irained officers. Hoelscher and two
.other officers graduated last fall from the Univer-
sity of Alaska Fairbanks' law enforcement acad-
emy.

Both The Fraternal Order of Police and the In-

- 'ternational Association of Chiefs of Police said

they were unaware of any other organized mu-
nicipality in the nation whose officers don’t car-

But Hooper Bay police have never carried
firearms, old-timers say. And
until the eurrent flap, it’s never
been an issue. - o
~ “We're not a big enough vil-
lage to justify carrying guns,”
said City Administrator Rapha-
¢l Murran, ‘

" The chief said there’s good
reason for his officers to carry
firearms. In fact, he keeps his
‘own gun locked up at the sta-
tion and, policy or not, he has
taken it on a few potentially
. risky calls. It's not always possi-
‘ble to wait for armed help from
state troopers in Bethel, 150 miles away, he said.
" “Yd rather be fired than killed,” said the mar-
. ried father of four. “I have a family to go home
to.” .
. .- Police regularly deal with such potential flash-
points as domestic violence and liquor-fueled as-
-saults in Heoper Bay, which bans the sale or im-
-portation of alcohol, Hoelscher said. In June, po-
lice logged 104 alcchol-related calls and seven
-domestic.violence reports. They made 33 crimi-
nal arrests on charges including assauit, harass-
ment, eluding police and furnishing alcohol to a
-Ininor.: - . .
~ Then there was the choking incident.
- .- In December 2001, police answering an as-

RON ENGSTROM / Anchorage Daily News

-sault-call ran‘into a drunk and combative man  trained police officers’ carrying guns atall times,

who lunged at an officer and choked him until
the officer blacked out, according to court doe-
uments. The officer recovered, and the man
served time in jail after pleading no contest to as-
saulting a police officer:

Hoelscher thinks the assault might not have
occurred if the officer had been wearing a side-
arm, even if it was never drawri. L

“It’s hard to guess what would have happened
if the officer was armed,” Hoelscher said. “But if
people know you're armed, they might think a lit-
tle harder”

Or react more aggressively, opponents say.

“Knowing an officer is armed may amplify the
situation,” said Simon, the tribal administrator.
“All areas have to be considered. 1t’s a serious is-
sue.”

In May, Hoelscher, five of-
ficers and three dispatchers
threatened to resign in protest
over what they perceive as mi-
cromanagement and a lack of
support by city officials,

In his May 5 resignation let-
ter, Hoelscher said other coun-
cil policies and budget cuts un-
dermined the department. He's
running the department now on
an annual budget of $330,000,
compared with $490,000 two
years ago, when he had 10 offi-
cers. . ‘

Ten days later, city officials met with police
and voted unanimously to reject the resignations,
‘then gave the department a vote of confidence.
Guns were not mentioned at the meeting, but
Hoelscher and his staff agreed to stay if the city
would let police do their jobs. :

_ “It’s working out great so far,” Hoelscher said.
The gun issue, however, “needs to be brought up
eventually, But it's a political hot potato.”

. Hoelscher plans to address the council after
he and the two other academy-trained officers
are fully certified in early Novembeér after field
training by Alaska State Troopers this summer.

Mayor David Bunyan said he would support
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He mentfions an Afghan magazine

with his name in it and a picture of -

the pisho palang. But it was merely
a crudely drawn artist’s impression,

- a Dracula-feline cross with big fangs,
terrifying expression and arched back.

In neighboring Dogh Abad vil-
lage, the boy who was attacked, Ra-
him Dinn, 8, pulls back a ragged shirt
to display scars on his chest and leg.
He describes how the cat attacked be-

fore his sister, Mina, and Gul Afraz in-

tervened. _

In Qoochi village, Afsar Kahn, 11,
has scars on his torso from an aitack
in February. B

His cousin Abdul Hadi, 28, kilied

that cat but was bitten and died a
-month later, his body racked by trem-

bling, said Hadi’s father, Mirza: Mo:

1y, the way'other people have dogs, O

maybe they jiist like to keep them.”
~ Some people grumble darkly that
the American military could have im-
posed a curfew in the area but foun
the pisho palang a more effective tool.
In Charikar, the main town in the ar:
ea, police major Turyalai, 34, said two
.dead specimens each had foreign-style
white nylon collars around their necks,
which proved that they had been kept
and trained by humans. - _ B
Fellow policeman Ghulam Sar-
_war said local people were angry and
blamed Americans. But he chortled
dismissively when asked if police had
investigated the matter with U.S. mili
tary authorities at Bagram. - - .
_ “Ifwe went to the Americans, they'd
say, ‘No, we didn’t release them.' And’
who can tell themi, ‘Yes, you did do it’?”

AL GRILLO / The Associated Press

ooper Bay police officer Harold Bell talks to children playing around a barge recently. Hooper Bay is a_
llage of 1,100 people on the windblown Bering Sea coast, about 515 miles west of Anchorage. itis -
mong the last communities in Alaska_without running water or a sewage system. B S :

le praised the eurrent police depariment for
utting down on crime in a village with a histo-
y of rampant lawlessness, primarily before resi-
ents voted to outlaw alcohol in 1983.

“Training is 2 whole package, and gun use is
art of that training package,” Bunyan said.

City Councilman David Green, a former vil-
ige police officer, said he opposes armed officers
ecause of the inherent risk of abuse.

“They would start showing them off. I guaran-
a¢ it,” he said. “I could see the officer taking it
ut and doing tricks and the gun accidentally dis-
harging. Or if they arrest somebody I'm afraid
he suspect would take their gun.” _

Trooper 1st Sgt. Duke Ballard, a 23-year state
rooper veteran, said he has mixed feelings about
rming Hooper Bay police. o

On cne hand, there’s the village’s unruly past.
tut on the other, people are used to guns being

restricted to state troopers, not local police. Then .-
there’s the cost of liability insurance, training,:
ammunition and weapons recertification.

“Ip’s not a simple matter of buying a box of bul

lets and a gun,” Ballard said.

John Olson, a lifelong Hooper Bay resident -
who manages the village grocery store, said =
many locals are uncomfortable with the idea
because they think it's unnecessary, even dan
gerous. What if the officer dropped the gun in
scuffle? What if the wrong person got it? What
someone got hurt — or worse? BN

“In this town, everyone knows everyone, a

.of people are related to each other,” Olson said

“If a cop accidentally shot someone, I could see a
bunch of relatives going after them. . T

“I personally don’t mind if police carry guns.:
But I don't see it happening here.” :




