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Hello.  My name is Colleen, but I prefer to be called by Yari (phonetic) my Eskimo name.
I’m going to start off by reading my – I created a vision and mission statement for myself because I like to help people.
And my vision is every community working together to strengthen mental, emotional, physical and spiritual wellness.

And my mission is to guide, enhance and empower Native communities to provide and assisting service for indigenous people.

I recently traveled to Savoonga to have some kids who—We had a high number of suicide attempts in October.  We had eight attempts between the ages of 14 and 21.  All of these suicide attempts, none of them were alcohol or drug related.  Most of these cases were related to ___ issues.  

And I really think that our villages need to be educated – they need to be proud about parenting skills, because a lot of our parents don’t know what child neglect is.  And some of the reasons why our kids attempted suicide are - they did it because they wanted attention from their parents; to pay back – like when a parent went back to drink and the child was unhappy about it so the child decided to attempt suicide because he or she was mad at her parents and that family promises were broken.

I had a kid tell me that mom and dad had promised him they were going to quit gambling, but they continued to break that promise so he decided he was going to attempt suicide because of the broken promises.  

And they did it because their parents were to into drinking alcohol.  Also because of the gambling addiction within the family.  ________ from parents.  

The kids are beginning to lose trust in their parents and because parents not getting along. 

I don’t remember the doctor’s name.  I heard him mentioning that almost all of the suicide attempts are alcohol related, but in this case, the October attempts, none of these were alcohol related.  

Another vision that I have is eventually I plan to move back to Savoonga and if I do, I really want to start a community wellness program where people can help with drug and alcohol addictions.  I’m hoping that the program would be able to educate parents about child abuse and neglect.  Maybe we could help parents quit gambling and start a AA program or something.  

I think we need a better mental health – mental health resources because I had an experience with my daughter.  Last year she became suicidal and I called Norton Sound hospital for help and they decided that a counselor was going to see her once a week in Savoonga…..
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….decided that my daughter was going to get counseling by long distance three times a week.  We did it once and then she never called, so I left messages and so I called the supervisor to see what was going on and the supervisor tells me, oh I’m sorry she’s been doing an audit; she’s been so busy.  So I said, you mean to tell me that she couldn’t give up two minutes of her time to tell me she wasn’t available?  And it was a child’s life and an audit and I felt like Indian Health Services didn’t meet the needs that we needed so I took my daughter to Anchorage for help.

And then I heard Denette Perry talking about domestic violence.  That is one of the biggest hidden issues in Savoonga.  We need some type of system that will help at the village like she said, because I am a survivor of domestic violence and I want all the women in Savoonga – they don’t talk about the issues and they don’t try to go for help.  There needs to be a way to educate men about domestic violence.  

And I was thinking that maybe somebody or some agency could start visiting incarcerated women and talk to them about domestic violence or other violence--abuse or whatever.

Because in my community – In my culture, the man plays the dominant role and some men take advantage of that.

And I always thought there should be a brochure created so the villages would know all the resources they have available in this Region.  And when I think about this brochure, I think Norton Sound Hospital, Kawerak, Bering Sea Women’s Group and what other resources because we--and put this brochure together so the villages would know what resources we have available in this Region.  I think that would be a good idea.  That’s all I have.

BURGESS:
You mentioned that women won’t go for help in regards to domestic violence.  Why not?
SWAN:
For me it was -- ashamed to get help.  And I think a lot of my friends’ experience that too.  

Because it took me four years to tell somebody about the violence and it took me thirteen years to get out of the relationship because I didn’t know how to get out.  No resources were available in my community.  I didn’t know where to go or what to do for help.  I think that’s part of the reason.

BURGESS:
Commissioner Justin.

JUSTIN:
Thank you Mr. Chairman.  You spoke of educational efforts for men in particular, ____ for domestic violence.  Do you have any thoughts on doing the same thing at the community level __________________.

SWAN:
I have actually done that.

JUSTIN:
Do large groups respond?

SWAN:
To whoever wanted to attend these meetings.

JUSTIN:
Do you think that would be an effective way to deal with domestic violence?
SWAN:
To a certain point, yes.

JUSTIN:
That’s the first question I have.  You spoke of--The attempted suicide that you spoke of, a number of them and they were not related to alcohol and then you _______ then you mentioned something about lack of parenting skill.  Now what’s your view saying that one of the components of the suicide activity is lack of parenting skills or lack of recognition in suicides ___ occurring.  

SWAN:
Okay.  Because like I was saying, parents don’t really know the meaning of child neglect.  
I think parents need to be educated about what is child neglect and what is child abuse.  Because they lack parenting skills, they don’t realize – some of these parents don’t realize they are actually neglecting their kids and these kids are feeling neglected.  
They’re not being taken care of by their parents and like I said to you, some of the reasons why our kids are attempting suicide.  That’s why I say our parents lack parenting skills.  I think they need to be taught about it.

JUSTIN:
Okay.  So it was the kids who said – who made the statement that…..

SWAN:
Um hum.

JUSTIN:
That’s good.  I appreciate that.  And I’m glad that you brought the subject up.  Thank you.

BURGESS:
Commissioner Bullard.

BULLARD:
I just wanted to share an example with the Commission.  For example, my mother is originally from White Mountain and my boyfriend’s from White Mountain so I go there, not a lot, but pretty frequently.  
And you’re there staying at somebody’s house in the village and for example, I’m sitting there talking with my boyfriend’s mother and these two young boys come in and they stand by the door.  They don’t knock.  They just walk in.  People don’t generally knock too much in the village.  But they come in and they stand by the door and they’re there for about twenty to thirty minutes and they’re maybe about eight and ten.  They didn’t say anything.  They just stood there and they were there and then they left.  

I was asking my boyfriend’s mother—I said, why did those boys come here?  What were they doing?  She said, their dad goes and plays bingo every single night and those boys – there’s nobody at home because their mother had died in an alcohol related automobile accident here in Nome years ago.  And so he goes and plays bingo every single night and those boys just wander around the community and they walk in people’s homes and they stand there.  It’s like reaching out for company or something.  And I’m going to bet that that parent doesn’t realize that he’s neglecting these children.  

So I concur with what Colleen said.

SWAN:
A lot of things I seen in my village are child neglect.  Like she said, a lot of parents play bingo every night and they’re spending all their money on bingo and not on their kids.  
I see parents cussing at their kids.  When it comes time to meetings with the school – the school reports very low parents attending meetings.  They don’t show any _____.  

I had a couple of kids who wanted to travel to Anchorage to get some counseling because these two kids were suicidal but their parents wouldn’t allow that to happen.  Their parents were afraid that the kids were going to get sent further away or never come back – taken away or something.  

A lot of parents are too into drugs and alcohol.  I’ve seen some families where they smoke marijuana in front of the children or some parents spending all their money on alcohol.  I hear that these days a bottle of ___ can go up to $300 - $350.

I see a lot of unfed children.  I mean the parents are too broke to buy food because they spend all their money on bingo or whatever.  And when parents are at bingo every night for four, five, six – whatever hours, they don’t even think about checking on their kids.  Who knows what they’re doing.  I mean they’re at bingo all the time.

BULLARD:
I think it was—John, wasn’t it Shagtooluk that outlawed bingo?  

JOHN:
Yeah.  It was a few years ago.

BULLARD:
Basically, they just did away with it because of the impact it was having on family life.

______:
Actually _____________.

BURGESS:
Who’s conducting the bingo?

SWAN:
We have the City Council; we have the Fire Department; the Whaler’s Association.  
When I traveled back to Savoonga and I called for a meeting, I had asked the local organizations to stay closed for bingo so we could have more support.  They said if people want to attend meetings, that’s fine.  But if they want to come to bingo, that’s fine too.  

BURGESS:
Isn’t it pretty much bingo going on every night?  

SWAN:
I think its three times a week.  But they do have pull tabs six days a week and they stay open for four to six hours a night.

BURGESS:
Okay.  Well thank you very much for your testimony.  We really appreciate it.

SWAN:
Thank you.
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