10—21-047;

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

PRESIDENT
Tex G. Hall

Mandan, Hidatss, and Aritars Nafion

FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT
Joe A, Gartija

Ohkey Owingeh

(Puablo of Sart Jisar)

RECORDING SECRETARY

Juana Majel
Pauma-Yuima Band of Mission

" Indians

TREASURER
W. Ron Allen
Jamestown SKiallam Tiibe

REGIONAL VICE-
PRESIDENTS

ALASKA
Edward K, Themas
Tiingit and Halcls Tribes

EASTERN OKLAHOMA
Jefferson Keel
Chickasaw Nation

GREAT PLAINS
Harocld Frazier
Cheyenne River Sioux Tiibe

MiDWEST
Norman Adams, Jr.

BdsFaﬂeEaMdCfﬂppewalncians

NORTHEAST
Kevin Seneca -
Seneca Nation

NORTHWEST

Ernie Stenisgar
Coeur dAlene Tiibe

PACIFIC
Leslie Lohze

Pashenta Band of Norlaki Indans

Rocky MOUNTAIN
Geri Small
Northern Cheyenns Trita

SOUTHEAST
Eddie Tullks
Poarch Band of Creek Indians

SOUTHERN PLAINS
Zach Pahmatmle .
Pralrie Band Poiawalom! Nation

SOUTHWEST
John F. Gonzales
San fidefonso Puebl

WESTERN
Arlan Melendez
Reng-Sparks Indan Colony

EXEcuTvVE DIRECTOR
Jacqueline Johnson
Thngk

'NCA! HEADQUARTERS
1301 Cennecticut Avenue, NW

Suite 200

Washington, DC 20036
202.466.7767

202 466.7797 fax
www.ncal,org

9:45AM; CHUGACHM L UT

"NATIONAL CONGRESS OF AMERICAN

1662 2891 # 1/

INDIANS

The National Congress of American Indians
Resoluuon #FTL—04-021

TITLE Support for Alaska Tribal Sovereignty

WHEREAS, we, the members of the National Congress of American Indians of
the United States, invoking the divine blessing of the Creator upon our efforts and
purposes, in order to preserve for ourselves and our descendants the inherent sovereign
rights of our Indian nations, rights secured under Indian treaties and agreements with the
United States, and all other rights and benefits to which we are entitled under the laws

" and Consfitation of the United States, to enlighten the public foward a. better

understanding of the Indian people and their way of life, to preserve Indian cultural
values, and otherwise promote the health, safety and welfare of the Indian people, do

* hereby establish and submit the following Resolution; and

WH]]REAS the National Congress of American Indians (N CAI) was established
in 1944 and is the oldest and largest naﬂonal orgamzatlon of American Ind1an and Alaska

Native tribal governments; and

‘WHEREAS ‘at the 60th NCAI Conventiof, in the wake of congressional riders
that limited the ability of Alaska Tribes to directly. receive Tribal ﬁmdmg for law

.enforcetnent and Tribal Court institutions, NCAT adopted Resolution # ABQ-03-045
. which: (1) condemns any initiative to termmafe the federally recogmzed iribal status of

Alaska Nitive villiges, (2) calls' upon all inémbers of Congress to actlvely oppose any
initiative to terminate the federally recognized tribal status of Alaska Native villages, (3)
condemns all ridets that would take funding away from Alaska Native tribes, (4) calls.
upon all members of Congress to’ actwely oppose such riders, (3) calls _upon the
Department of the Interior and the Départiment of Justice to continue their active defense
of the federally recognized tribal status of Alaska Native villages, and (6) supports the
development of a constructive dialogue within the Alaska Native community and the
Alagka Congressional delegation that maximizes the delivery of governmental services to

. Alaska’ Native people consistent with the principles of tribal self—determmatlon for all
Alaska Native villages; and :

" WHEREAS, the NCAI has consistonﬂy opposed the’ development of federal
Indian policy through appropriations riders, which are being used without consultation to.
incrementally’ reduce Tribal fundmg and diminish Tribal sovereignty; and

WHEREAS, the NCAT and its member Trlbes support Alaska Tribes’ opposition
o “regionalization,” 2 concept which includes the forced te~direction of federal finding
and authority from individual Tribes to regional or other o1ga.n1zat10ns or to the State of

Alaska; and
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WHEREAS, since the adoptlon of Resolution #ABQ-03-045 another rider was passed by" S
Congress, Sec. 112 to FY04 Consolidated Appropriations Act of HR 2673, without tribal
consultation and opposed to by Alaska tribes which established an Alaska Rural Justice' and Law
Enforcement Commission and tasked the Commission with the job of making recommendations to
Congress that will include “creating a unified law enforcement system, court system, and system of
local laws or ordinances for Alaska Native villages and communities of varying sizes, mcludlng the
possibility of first, second, and third class villages with different powers.” This process for
classifying iribes sets a precedent for a new federal Indlan pohcy that can be applied later to all

federally recognized tnbes and

WHEREAS the Senate Appropnatmns Committee has alsp mcluded another nder in the
FY2005 proposed appropriation for the Indian Health Services, section 343, making permanent a
moratorium prohibiting Alaska tribes from directly operatmg health care.services under the Indla;n '

~ Self Deéteimination Act; and

WHEREAS, a series of tribal forums . convened throughout Alagka for the pu:rpose of

:‘ allowmg tribes to dlscuss the i 1ssue of reglonahzatron has led to a consensus among tribal leaders to L

"' oppose reg1ona11zatlon because it: N ;.ﬁ_‘_, L

* Adversely affects Tr1hes abrhty to dehver serVIces to therr mhal .membeis and
_ eommumtles, o S
- Moves vital Tesources (mcludmg money, Jobs, trannng and mﬁ'astructure
" ‘neededto. support Tr1ba1 governments) out of tribal commumt:les and -
= Will, affect Tribes natlonally by estabhshmg a precedent for the n:eatment of
_ Tnbal";overnments and e o

: NOW THEREFORE BE IT RL‘SOLVED that the NCAI 111 conventlon assembled in ...
'Ft Lauderdale Florlda t]ns 15“:l day of Oetober 2004 herehy reaffirms NCAI Resolution # ABQ-03- ;.0 7

045and L _ .

. " BE IT FURT]IER RESOLVED that the NCAI supports Alaska Tribes in. then'
opposnlon to reglonahzatron and the incremental diminishment of tribal self- determination and

sovere1gnty, and is opposed to any diminishment of rights for all tnbes, and.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the NCAI directs staffto: - .

(1) Ca]l upon all members of Congress to actlvely oppose any r1ders that alter emstmg

law; :
(2) Actively oppose through ‘all available means regionalization and any diminishment of

tribal rrghts before members of Congress and the Executive Branch
3) Call upon members of Congress to restore local Tribal flmdmg for law. enforcement

and Tribal Courts, and to repeal funding changes enacted in fiscal year 2004, and
(4) Work with and educate all NCAI member tribes about the issues in this resolution and

seek their active support to work with their delegations to oppose regionalization and any
diminishment of tribal rights in Alaska. ,
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CERTIFICATION

The foregoing resolution was adopted at the 61% Annual Session of the National Congress of
American Indians, held at the Greater Fort Lauderdale/Broward County Convention Center, Fort
Lauderdale, Florida on October 10-15, 2004 with a quorum present. -

President
ATTEST: ‘ :

Recording Secretary

Adopted by the General Assembly during the 2004 Annual Session of the National Congress of
. American Indians, held from October 10% to the 15 at the Greater Fort Lauderdale/Broward County
Convention Center, in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. - .
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