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Good afternoon.  My name is Paul Tony.  I’m the attorney decision maker for the Office of Hearings and Appeals in the Secretary’s office of the U.S. Department of Interior, but I’m here representing myself today.  Not the Department.
I first came to Bethel in 1978 after my father died and was buried in Pilot Station.  I remember hearing gunshots and screams and seeing a lot of people drinking alcohol and it was almost a nightmarish—to me it was a nightmarish vision.  

I myself had a problem with alcohol and was arrested; was sentenced to a treatment program and went to it and completed treatment and have been sober for the last twenty-four years.  Ten years almost to the day of when I was arrested in Fairbanks, I was hired as an Assistant District Attorney in the Office that had prosecuted me.  And I tell people that that is the difference between me drunk and me sober.  

I graduated from George Washington University Law School in Washington, D.C. in 1987 and I met the poet laureate for the District of Columbia; a gentleman named Sterling Brown and I was struck by one of his poems.  And part of that poem he said—or the voice in the poem says that I talked to Old Lem and Old Lem said they have the judges; they have the policemen; they have the jailers; they have the prosecutors.  We get the justice.  And I was very struck by that.  
And looking at the number of—And actually the declining number of Alaska Natives who are judges in Alaska; who are prosecutors; who are defense attorneys; who are in leadership positions within Departments of the State Government.   And looking at the same time at a number, which I first looked at when I graduated from law school in 1987, which was the percentage of Alaska Natives who are inmates in the State’s prison system.  
At that time, the number for the three years in which I looked at the statistics had climbed from twenty-three to twenty-six percent.  And according to the U.S. Census at that time, we represented about eighteen percent of the Alaska population.  Instead of that percentage decreasing as our percentage of population decreased in the last number of years from eighteen to sixteen percent, that number has increased to, I understand, over thirty-five percent and continues to climb.  

On the tablature of the Supreme Court building in Washington, D.C. where I went law school, it states equal justice under law.  And unless somebody can prove to me that Alaska Natives are somehow more criminal than any other ethnic group that lives in this State, there is not equal justice under law in Alaska with those glaring numbers standing—flying in the face of our justice system.  

I believe that those numbers are that way because of the lack of alcohol treatment services in rural Alaska as many other people who have testified here earlier said.  
I worked for the Department of Health and Social Services shortly after law school in 1988 and I talked to many people who were professionals in the field and they indicated that if you take away any of the components of alcohol treatment, there is a measurable decrease in the success rate of those programs.  
And since many of the people who enter public funded treatment in Alaska are Alaska Native and many of them from rural communities, by placing the treatment facilities in urban areas and hubs away from their home communities, you take away family involvement in the treatment process and you take away after care and support to those individuals that are entering treatment.  

As a result of that there is, as a professional has indicated, a measurable decrease in the success rate of those programs.  Once people are in the correction system, there’s virtually no alcohol treatment provided at all.  

There is an undeniable relationship between alcohol and crime.  All you have to do is look at the statistics in the census as well as local statistics to see the number of people who were extremely intoxicated at the time of an offense for which they were incarcerated over a year.  Or look at the number of crimes in which alcohol is involved; alcohol or drugs.  
Alcohol has been recognized by the American Medical Association as a disease since 1973 and yet we continue to treat people who suffer from this disease as criminals instead of treating the disease itself as we would treat epilepsy or any other disease.  In the analogy, I use epilepsy is very appropriate because if you were an epileptic and you didn’t know it and you had a seizure driving a car and you killed people, you wouldn’t be treated as a criminal.  But if you’re an alcoholic and you do that, you’re not offered treatment.  You’re sent to jail and there is a law called the Presumed Intent Law which presumes that you could form the mental intent to commit that crime even if you were not legally capable under the common law to even form the intent for a specific intent crime.  
So I guess—I went to the Rural Justice Society Conference in Manitoba with Glenn Godfrey back in 1988; shortly before he was elected as the Chairman of that organization.  
And I thought that Alaska was doing a pretty pathetic job in terms of alcohol treatment and trying to keep people out of jail rather than criminalize their alcohol behavior.  Actually at that time in Manitoba, Cree Indians made up about ten percent of the population of the Province and yet they made up over eighty percent of the inmates in the prison system there.  

I talked to one of the prosecutors, actually they are called Crowned Attorneys and stayed with one of the—I guess it would be our equivalent of a public defender while I was there attending the Conference and they verified the impact of alcohol on their justice system.  And it was interesting that one of the activities at the Northern Justice Society Conference that year was going to the opening of the treatment center; a regional treatment facility as part of the activities attending the Conference.  
But it points out how desperate justice can be if alcohol treatment is denied to a population that needs it.  And I think that instead of spending all the money on incarcerating people and spending all the money on facility intensive approach to alcohol treatment that is housed in urban centers that does not work, that the money would be better spent providing out-patient services in the community.  Community based services across the rest of the United States are a matter of fact and much more effective because you can get people and intervene before they loose their families, before they loose their jobs and before they are introduced to the justice system and become entered into a cycle of recidivism that quickly spirals out of control. 
Thank you for listening to my remarks.  
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