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My name is Kenneth Toovak Senior.  I was born here in Barrow for only 81 years.  So I have seen lots of change from ____ ‘til today.  
And here I see –  we got pop and vegetables on the table here.  

Back in the days I haven’t seen--When I was a boy I haven’t seen this kind of pop on the table.  

But today we are living a great living in our time today.  But I can tell you—but sometimes the great living -- all to sorrow; sad.  Even though we got all kinds of food here, makes _____ in our times; in our lives.  You know.  

I thank our ___ and the rest our Councilmen here continue to work as the City of Barrow.  And here I see some people here from the community that are here today.  I hope with this short time that we have today make some kind of progress because I like to see more Elders spend time with you, but you set the time and in the short time I hope it takes an answer for a few items this and there.  

But I want to thank the grand ___ being said to the Native Village of Barrow take care of some of our young people that have problems.  But always remind me when I was a child begin to understand we get disciplined from our parents or from the other parents which always makes the answer.  

But today when the child is shoplifting from the store or from the other agencies here in the community; when the father trying to spank a child and then a lot of people came over there and get a hold of the father just because he….
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….I thought that it was wrong.  Because when I was a child, we get disciplined and spanked from the parents or from the other teachers.  I have seen it.  

So I think from my understanding -- train up a child in the way your child should be because it’s your child.  You have to train your child your own way.  Was I right?  
Each of us here in the community here today, we have families and children and grandchildren.  We have to train.  Make them up a person type ___.  Train him as he grows up.  So he won’t or she won’t forget of what they get disciplined from the parents or from the other families rather than they’ll all take care of it.  

Boy that law sometimes should be set back a little bit to listen to the parents, to my understanding.  

When we first opened using the Elders as speakers to the children, that shoplifting and doing the wrong things in the community – I always talk and invited to talk to the kids because we have to use a spiritual language and our culture way of life.  

The spiritual __ we had to add it around with our culture.  We have to use both.  Spiritual and our culture ways to train and try to guide them and lead them to the right direction.  Because of course we can carry our child only one time.  We have to meet with the kids a few different times.  

One time I was working with Ron Boynton and I see he’s sitting back there when he was a facilitator in the high school.  When there’s a child had a problem, he always called me up.  We had to get the child to the room and talk with him.  I don’t know how many different times I was called to that same boy in the high school.  
So now he’s a whaling captain.  So now he’s a whaling captain.  His mind straightened up.  When I thought about that boy when I saw ____ name boy, he always makes me kind of surprising being a whaling captain now.  

So those are the things that we had to keep talking to the community rather than the law that only has certified --  Do we have to wait for certified people to talk to our kids?  I think we have a lot of people that have knowledge that would talk to the kids because my understanding is that you can’t talk to the kids in school because I’m not certified.  Uncertified persons can’t do a lot of good work to our young people.  I hope the government understands that uncertified can do better and talk to our kids – talk to our young people.  
It hurts my feelings lots of many times when I hear somebody has problems.  We all have tears when there’s a problem.  Can a certified people can straighten up all these problems?  I don’t think so.  I think our Native community should talk to our own people.  

When I talk to some of the Elders from the NANA area, well how you people – how you deal with those people in your home town?  We train our people in our way.  We don’t listen to the government or the law people because they’re our own young people.  We have to discipline in our way.  Boy, I wish we’d do like those people here in our community; here in the North Slope.  

So those are the things that I always got in mind.  We should work together and don’t have to wait for certified people.  I hope that our leaders understand that or our law people.  

I’ve talked with Ron Boynton because every time when I need something that I should get the word – what’s the word he’s all about in our own language?  He understands of what I’m saying and I always contact him now and then because I depend him lots and then he knows how to talk because ____ real speaker even.  Because I’m not a certified person.  The only thing that I have, is just a little bit of a knowledge that I always pass on to whoever need help.  
So here in our North Slope, a lot of people came from all over the country.  Here in our area – in Point Barrow.  Sometimes the Native people had the voice __ down.  Sometimes I have no voice just because these ___ from all over the country and control our community because they’re certified people.  

I hope you pass that word to the legislature and the word I’m saying shall we wait for certified people to control our community?  I don’t think so.  

Thank you very much.
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