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I’ve been here with you most of the day.  My name is Dave Trantham.  I’ve lived in western Alaska for—this is my sixteenth year.  I came to the territory of Alaska at the age of twenty.  I’ve lived in many communities: Little Diomede, King Island, Stebbins, Pilot Station, Unalakleet, Norvik, Nome and for the last forty years, lived in Bethel.  I came here on three month assignment and I’m still here.

I wear several hats in the community.  I’m a member of the Bethel City Council and am on my fifth term.  

When I first came up, there were no State Troopers.  Nome had one U.S. Marshall.  It was the Territory of Alaska and there wasn’t a lot of need for Troopers or Marshalls--occasionally because we had to look after each other to survive.  It was working together, living together in harmony.  Things have changed a lot in the last sixty years.  And here we are today.  

And I’ve listened to lots of testimony today and if I could leave one quick thought before you miss your plane back to Anchorage, as the Mayor told you the City of Bethel and ONC has learned to work together to solve problems, consolidate services and do many things.  
There’s two keys.  If we can all learn to communicate and if we can all learn to trust each other, that’s two keys to total success in anything.  That’s an old man’s perspective.  And it’s worked here in Bethel.  It’ll work for you.  
With this final thought, I have watched the tribal court work here in Bethel and it does work.  If there’s anyway that the State could join in a partnership with the State Court System, the Justice System with Tribal Justice Systems, it can work and we will all benefit by that.  I believe in that with everything: my mind, my heart, my soul.  It can work if we learn to communicate and learn to trust each other.  I thank you.
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