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I want to welcome you for coming here.  My name’s Aaron Tritt, I’m the First Chief of Arctic Village Council.  A little bit about my history is I was a chairman for the local school board up in Arctic Village for about a three years and then I was in the Venetie Tribal Government for about three years and we did some tribal planning committee and I was in that committee for three years and now I’m serving them as a Chief. 
As we sit here and talk about the rural problems, it’s mainly I think should be consist of Native testimony.  We can’t have lawyers that doesn’t understand the rural problems and interpret our problems out there in the community.  

We have a lot of problems with Natives being incarcerated, and I think the way I understand it is as a Venetie tribal—any time we mention tribal government, it sends shock waves across the State.  And I believe that it’s an answer to Native problems.  We have to comply with the Tribal, State and Federal law and that’s the only way that the Native justice system is going to work.  

And in the process of this—problems in the community, the children are the ones that are the victims.  They’re the ones that are hurting.  And so we need the judges and the court system that understand the rural justice system and problems because the correctional system is not the answer; it’s not going to work.

Anytime you need an answer to a problem, you have to go to the heart of the people.  And the people—You have to work with the people.  To me there’s a lot of confusion as far as the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act.  If you go out into the other villages, they’re Corporations.  Under a tribal government, you can have your own—I mean a land base within your jurisdiction.  You can have your own court system.  Your own judges.  And you can comply that and respect each other’s law.  The State and Federal and Tribal laws.  We don’t have stuff like that here in Alaska.  

And with that, I think what they’re doing now is a good beginning where you can have a Native justice panel in Juneau oversight—monitoring the State law enforcement or the judicial system and monitor them where they don’t overly abuse their power; where we don’t have any voice in the judicial system.  
So with all that, it’s a long hard work and we got to begin and in our lifetime we might not find an answer, but we got to start somewhere and get to the bottom of this problem we have with incarceration problems and sending Natives out to other States within the Union and they take them away from their families and its not a very good system.  

So thank you.

BLATCHFORD:
Thank you, Aaron.  Thank you very much.  
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