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Hello.  My name is Tony Umugak.  I’m from Chevak.  Pardon me, for my speech.  It’s kind of harsh.  I’ve been having a cold for the past week and a half.

The tribal courts in Chevak consist of three judges.  We have two others, myself and we have an tribal administrator and a tribal clerk at this time.  

Chevak tribal court has exclusive jurisdiction effective since September 7, 1999.  It has been hearing petitions, concerns of the parent of the children when they have no where to turn.  We work on adoptions.  

The thing that concerns us is the enforcement of our orders and tribal ordinances.  We had tribal cops.  But this was discontinued due to lack of funding.  With our tribal cops we were able to enforce our laws and orders.  Now there is a question from the VPSO and the VPO.  There is a need to work with the current law enforcement and the State courts with our understanding and our respect for each other.  The State courts have their ways and the tribal courts have their ways.  

How can we work together to better our communities?  There’s a need for remedy for those that have been to our courts.  _________ in our community.  There’s a need for funds to counsel them particularly for domestic violence, for example.  

Our judges ____favorably.  Our courts need bigger space and privacy to conduct our business.  Currently we use our tribal court office which is small.   Currently ___ when we have ____ and people coming in and out partly hear what we’ve said.  

Alcohol and drugs come into dry communities, needs to be addressed.  At the State level.  How can the State assist us on this problem?  

And our staff is sad on trainings due to lack of funding.  

And that’s all I got.  I know there will be more others coming up in the future.  Its time for us.  This is ____.

SCHUTT:
Any questions?

MORRIS:
Tony, I have one question.    ____________ 
UMUGAK:
Uh huh.  They’ve been stopping for the sessions.

SCHUTT:
How many tribal officers do you have?

UMUGAK:
Tribal officers?

SCHUTT:
Yes.

UMUGAK:
At this time we don’t.  We used to have—You mean….

SCHUTT:
How many do you have?

UMUGAK:
You mean officers?

SCHUTT:
You said you had some tribal cops.

UMUGAK:
Yes.  We had tribal cops, but we don’t anymore.  Cops.  There’s no more funds available.

SCHUTT:
Where did that funds come from?  Was that from the Department of Justice?

UMUGAK:
Those—I’m not sure where it came from but the traditional council made that available.  

SCHUTT:
Thank you.  
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