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…..chosen to be one of the representatives of the tribes to come to a certain place below Tanacross to make sure peace happens amongst all tribes.
And these are not legends; they’re not myths.  These are facts.  

For all us, we need to educate ourselves on those kinds of histories in our State; in our Country.  
And they did it by walking and running and using the simple tools to implement justice.  The only barrier in understanding justice is the minds of men.  
And you’ve seen and heard this afternoon the four categories that injustice has occurred to the mind, body, emotions in the society.  I’m not going to patronize you on these factors because I’ve already gone through that throughout my life.  And I don’t want you to go through that yourselves.  

You’ve known and I’ve heard and we worked together for a long time, one has the ammo of the paper, but I have the ammo of knowledge.  

If in fact, anything is to be legal, let’s do it right from the beginning.  And if it wasn’t done right in the beginning, let’s start again and make sure it happens right this time around.  

There were many hearings, commissions and all of sorts of legislations and laws and rules and regulations gone through our desks for years – since the Statehood Act.  
And if you read our papers right, a lot of them were not done with a proper protocol.  As in all legal matters around the world, you need to follow protocol.  And the first thing that we need to do is to admit that we didn’t do that.  We need to do that if there is to be any kind of healing with the Native people and with the State and with the Federal Government.  And nobody is exempted from that.  

In all legal terms you’ve heard and given to us, now what should be done?  

You need to admit that there was something drastically done wrong to the Native people here in the State of Alaska.  We need to rectify that.  And part of my responsibility is forgiveness.  My responsibility to understand why this thing occurred and take responsibility for my part of it is to understand that.  

And if I’m a fair witness to justice, I need to say the truth and implement the truth in getting there.  
I think there were enough comments made for all us to understand where we went wrong.  The apologies done by the churches around the State to the Native people has been said a few years back, but only to certain individuals and certain congregations.  

Now if we’re such a diversified State, I think all of it needs to be done all around the State.  And the best way to do it is regardless of our position to learn the history – the true history of our country. 

We all know history didn’t begin in 1949 or 1947 when I was born, it began thousands of years ago.  

History should be a truth teller.  And it begins in the homes, the schools.  Especially in the schools.  

If we are not to teach that, we’re doing an injustice to our children and to yourselves and to ourselves.  The truth needs to be told and it need not to be sanitized.  Tell the truth.  Allow the truth to be told.

And the best way to do it is to incorporate or collaborate with the Native people here in the State.  They know their history really well.  

In fact, a lot of the curriculum that is being taught in the schools is not telling the truth.  They’re not telling your children the truth and as a parent, as a Commissioner, as a public figure, it is our responsibility to make sure the truth is being told in our schools also.  
For your forefathers and my forefathers, they went on the premises of truth and we need to do that from now on.  Not cover it by legalize barriers that we are so good at.  And you can recognize the impacts that those things have done to—not just by Native people but yours also.

We need to tell the truth and the best way to do it is to tell it to our children.  Tell it to our children through our schools.  

But it’s our responsibility to know it too.  To be in collaboration with our children to find the truth.  That is a healing agent that a lot of us don’t do or follow.  

I think as the last man here, I’ll here you what my Elders are saying in Hooper Bay.  
When we were dealing with the oil spills that have been covered up for years in our neighborhood, they said our backs are up against the wall.  And we don’t have to do that.  
If your backs are up against the wall, what do you do?  You’d fight for survival, right?  But the civilized people would not use political means to defeat another purpose.  Because we are technologically advanced today, does not mean we are civilized in handling the purpose of those technologies.  And we need to realize that.

That’s the learning—experience and learning—of telling—information I got from my elders.  

I as a teacher with both universities and different rural colleges have learned a lot of information from the rural communities and the urban centers.  What these people have been telling you are those consequences of injustices that has occurred right here in the great United States.  

In all societies throughout history, you know if we don’t take care of the least of us, we will fall.  We know that.  That’s the dire truth that we need to learn from.

In great societies, the best teacher is the children and those are yours and mine.  If we tell them the truth, they will make sure our great societies, our great cultures will thrive.  Irregardless of whether the greatest technological societies fall, we’ll still be here if we taught our children right.

And if we have respect for the resources that are here in the Alaska – the last great place on earth, I will say if we protect and do it right, we will still stand.  And I won’t be the last man standing either.  And you won’t be the last man standing.  

But if everything else fails, we’ll still be here.  The Native people will still be here.

If we as those are so dependent on funds, we might have to go where the funds came—to go back to where the funds came from.  And we know where we are so dependent.  We can find them.  We went through the high school and grade school learning about that—where the money came from.

Anyway, I am a descendant of Joseph and Lena Lake.  I’m a descendent of Patrick and Mary Morgan.  I’m a descendent of hundreds of people from my region that have lived here for thousands of years.  I know my trail very well.  I’m a systems trainer also.  

I know where you came from.  I know where I came from.  

But we know where all the injustices are.  We as human beings know where they’re at, but we’re so blinded by the funds available.  I’m sorry to say.

The Bering Sea itself, with its resources, does not have the picture of the dollar sign on it.  It has the picture of humanity and we need to realize that.  

A Jesuit Priest one time said, all your traditions and cultures are good and fine, but it doesn’t have the face of Jesus Christ.  But we should say--what we told him to do, was to look at the person right behind you or in front of you or right beside you and tell us, what do you see?  

So the belief systems that we are given and forced to follow throughout our lives are sometimes are not the direction we should be believing.  

The laws may not be fair.  I am the product in the face of the injustice of the laws that were perpetuated by the State and Federal Governments, so to speak.

I will not tell you about all of them.  But if a law does not promote mind, physical, spiritual and land health, it should be considered unlawful.  And it was simply put and elegantly put by many people before me that testified.  

And I respect and acknowledge this young man that is sitting there in place of other men that have failed to show up.  Thank you very much for being here.  

The young lady over there sitting in the middle, thank you very much for respecting the mothers of this State who are always willing to listen and do the job right amongst the Native people and all mothers.

And the lawyers that are here, I thank you very much for being here to listen to all of our legal systems.  And learn about justice and have a first hand knowledge and first hand hearing about these justices that we should be passing on to our children.

It depends on that; it depends on us as parents; it depends on us as leaders.  

Now I’ll make it really quick.  In a very short form I’ll tell you what we need.  

A Killer Whale, the Beluga and the Hunter.  They can accomplish something without saying a word if they cooperate.  I’m not going to say who the Killer Whale is.  I’m not going to say who the Beluga is and I’m not going to tell you who the Hunter is.  It’s for you to figure out.  

But I’ll tell you one thing.  The Killer Whale and I can speak together and accomplish the same thing and help each other out.  We will cooperate to accomplish a certain thing spiritually.  Now I’ll leave to you to figure out.  

Quyana chukug (phonetic).  Thank you.

BURGESS:
 I appreciate very much your testimony.  Any questions or closing comments by any of the Commissioners?   Commissioner Justin.  

JUSTIN:
I don’t have a question.  I do thank the last testifier for the eloquence and the expression for the need for the Commission to recognize the past wrongs are indeed are a part of the Commission’s responsibilities and I’m very much appreciative of that thing brought out in record.
I do, Mr. Chairman, have to submit one testimony that was given to me at the AITC Convention yesterday from Mr. Peter Demoski.  He gave me a handwritten copy of his testimony.  It was typed up by AITC and I would like to submit it for the record.  

My only question is, do you want me to read it for the record?  Or just submit it?  

BURGESS:
If you want to just submit it, that would be great.

JUSTIN:
For the record, this is Mr. Peter Demoski’s written testimony and I’ll give it to the chair.  Thank you.

BURGESS:
And were there any other questions for this speaker before we wrap up?  Commission Bullard.  Thank you.

BULLARD:
I didn’t have a question, I just had a comment.  And I just wanted to say I really appreciated what you had to say about if our law system doesn’t promote well being of members, that it should be unlawful.  And I think that’s a real good test of whether or not what we’re doing is the right thing.  And so I just wanted to thank you for that.  

END OF STATEMENT

