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CHARLES:
Hello.  My name is Charles.  This is my wife Debbie and my son Ray John.
We moved here about a year and a half ago from Anchorage.  And Sitka Tribal and the State, they helped us with our adoption.  We had no problems.  They came in and did their reports and everything.  We had trouble in Anchorage.  We had a hard time in Anchorage, so we moved here and the transition was easy for the adoption.  It was all good. _________.  

DEBBIE:
The paperwork for the birth certificates and that takes way too long because we need those for almost everything.  And I’ve been told three to nine months to get birth certificates and that’s a little over doing it for---and we appreciate the way the people at Tribal treated us for going through all the paperwork here from Anchorage to here.  There’s a big difference.  

BOTELHO:
May I ask where your are tribal member is?  Are you members of the Sitka Tribe?  Or?
CHARLES:
Yes.  

BOTELHO:
Okay.

CHARLES:
Yeah.

BOTELHO:
And so when you were trying to do an adoption in Anchorage, what were the difficulties that you were having?  With the State, presumably?  

CHARLES:
Yeah.  ________

DEBBIE:
They’d keep telling us, okay we’ll go to court soon; we’re done.  And then they don’t take care of their end and then say, oh well we got to start all over again.  And the other agencies, I’ve also noticed didn’t always want to respect Sitka Tribal either like from Anchorage.  That agency didn’t want to respect Sitka too much because they wanted to string it out a little bit longer than it should have been done.  So if that could be worked out too, that would be good.

BURGESS:
Was there a difference with the agencies here in Sitka versus the agencies in Anchorage?  
CHARLES:
A big difference.  There was no hassle here.  No threats.  

DEBBIE:
The people here at Sitka wanted to treat us like we were human beings, and the agency in Anchorage, they looked at us like well it’s our way or else, and they didn’t want to listen too much.  

CHARLES:
It’s their way or the highway, so we choose the move.  Sitka helped us pretty good.  Sitka Tribal.  

DEBBIE:
Because the one in Anchorage, they were dragging it out where it was almost four years.  And we couldn’t get any help no matter which way we went.  

BURGESS:
Any other questions by any of the Commissioners?  Thank you very much.  We really appreciate your taking the time to testify before us today.  

CHARLES:
Thank you.
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