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My name is Al Frank Sewhite (phonetic) Senior.  I’m a tribal leader of my tribe – the Wolf House; the Wolf Tribe.  
I belong to the ANB Camp 2.  I’ve been appointed by the Grand Camp president for the legislative committee.  I’m also on the Tlingit and Haida Central Council delegate.  

Before I signed up – I don’t have my notes here.  I didn’t know, but I’ll have it faxed to you.  

One thing, I spent time in the Marines.  I joined in ’55 and I got out; formally discharged in ’62.  I went over to Vietnam as an advisor.  I raised to the rank of Staff Sergeant.  

The thing I’d like to touch up on is that if you check the records, the people that are being incarcerated right now, about eighty to ninety percent of them are Native people.  The majority of them are being sent to Arizona, which is a private institution, I believe.  

My Camp hired a lawyer to investigate this.  And he did.  It was pretty shocking material that he brought back.  The food that they were giving these inmates down there -- a lot of them are our people that’s why we send them down there.  Anyway, were labeled not for human consumption and the water was not fit.  Now these Natives that we asked too when they came back, they said the same thing.  
I had one incident.  I was in Okinawa and coming back.  It really opened my eyes of what our people were going through; not only my people.  

I was in the non-commissioned officers club there and this sergeant sat down beside me.  He was in the army.  To open a conversation, he asked me—he said hey serge is what do you think about the racial thing in the military?  I looked at him.  I said as a marine I only look at the color of their uniform.  And that stopped it there.  

But when I came home, I noticed it; that our people are pressed down.  When I went home I joined the police and then I was sent to the Sitka police academy.  It was run by the Alaska State Troopers.  I graduated from there.  

I spent two years at home in Hoonah.  Incidental, that’s where I’m from.  Born and raised in Hoonah.  
A position opened up in Kake so I applied for there too.  And I went there and I worked there for two years.  Then I decided to move to Metkatla where I got into law enforcement there, which was a lot different because it’s a reserve – a federal reserve.  There are different laws.  Not really different, it’s just how it’s worded and how it applies.

In the meantime, Kake had a position for a Chief of Police, so I applied for that and I got that and I moved back to Kake.  And that’s where I retired from.

When I arrested a Native guy, he more or less got rushed through and was sentenced.  And like that gentleman over there testified earlier, sometimes the bail was high and the accused didn’t have enough so he was held incarcerated.  But if it was the same kind of felony, sometimes almost carbon copy, the Caucasian his whole thing would be cut in half.  The sentencing; everything.  They cut his bail down so much that he could afford it.  But not so for the Native.

They claimed that discrimination is not here in Alaska but it’s under the surface pretty much.  It’s always been there.  

I’d like to go back to my hometown.  Our men served in the military from World War I.  World War I we had two from Hoonah, maybe three.

World War II all the young guys went; all the way up to forty years old.  And in the Korean War, the same thing.  Some of them didn’t wait for draft to join.  And when it came my time, right after I graduated from high school in ’55—I had a pretty good time in high school.  I had the State record in track.  I had a State record of four-forty; a half mile and the high jump.  But that was broken a long time now.

My brother came around and broke it.  Upon graduation I had a scholarship to play basketball for Oregon State but I passed that up to become a Marine.  

But also in the years that I worked as a law enforcement, I noticed that they favor the Caucasians.  When I retired, I told the Mayor who was Lonnie Anderson at the time, that it was a tough pull.  I tried to treat everybody real equal.  Our Constitution says that we’re all supposed to be all equal.  

And then I noticed that some certain people have more equal rights than we have.  

And I’m pretty glad and happy that I got to have my say here in front of you – from Washington.  Thank you for coming to listen to us.  

Like I said, I would implement it more if I wasn’t rushed out of my place by my brother.  I forgot my notes.  Everything’s coming from the heart though; what I believed in and what I saw as a law enforcement.  

What he said about John Hope who was a prominent Native leader.  And this guy hardly had any time.  If one of my people hit a moose, he’d spent maybe five or ten years in jail.  

Right now it’s going to be interesting.  My nephew died because of injuries—internal injuries he sustained from two guys about three days ago.  And that’s going to be interesting to observe what the outcome is going to be on that.  And these two people are Caucasians that did it to him.  

A lot of times our people will not go to the aid of another brother because we observe and we obey the laws of the United States.  Some of died for it and some of us fought for it – for that flag.  When you’re in a foreign country—when you see that flag flying, that’s the most beautiful sight you ever saw.  The most beautiful flag in the world.  

And yet some people have low disregard about the American flag.  But we do, as Natives.  We do.  We as Natives, we’re a unique people here in Alaska.  My people were never pushed into a reservation; they tried.  The Russians tried and the Americans tried, but they couldn’t do it.  

Well I talk like a free man.  I was so shocked that this what we’re talking about—When I went down to Fort Bing Georgia to go through jump school—as a marine I became a jumper and I’m so used to walking into any joint—anyplace and my buddies would pull me back and they’d point at a sign.  No colors or Indians or dogs allowed.  And here I was being trained to defend the United States.  It kind of hurts when I think about it.  I told my father. I came home on leave.  He said, just remember you’re defending your country; your country.  He emphasized it.  And that eased the pain for me.

Thank you for listening.

BURGESS:
Thank you very much, Mr. Williams.  I think you have some notes or other written comments you’d like to submit to us later on, we’d sure appreciate having those.  And on behalf of the Commission, I want to express our condolences about your nephew and I want to thank you and your brother for your service to the United States.

WILLIAMS:
Thank you.  

BURGESS:
Any questions by any of the Commissioners?  Commissioner Schubert.

SCHUBERT:
You mentioned that you had your attorney do a study or something.  And I’m wondering if you would provide a copy of that to us.  

WILLIAMS:
Yes, I will.  I’ll be faxing all this to her.  

BURGESS:
Thank you very much, sir.  
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