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Hello.  My name’s ____ Williams.  I was arrested in October of 2002 and I was instructed and defended by the public defenders agency and I had no idea of what I was supposed to do or the court rules or procedures.  And I was not assisted by any public defenders agencies.  
I tried to find out what I was supposed to do and I had a very difficult time getting people as witnesses that were mentioned in the defense case.  The public defenders agency did not call these witnesses and they did not call Annie down.  Professional witnesses into my case.  I had to file afterwards; after I attempted or entered a plea – I told the agency that I wanted to appeal and I asked for his assistance and he said he could not assist me in filing an appeal.  

And then after sentencing, to take the _____  I was not assisted by the agency.  I was pretty much left alone to do whatever __________.  I guess I’m not sure what I’m supposed to do.  But I have filed the wrong papers.  I filed a PCR first and I did most of this paperwork on my own.  

I was supposed to file an appeal first, but as I said, I was left alone.  So I filed a PCR and then I got myself back to—into appeals after the PCR was denied.  

So now I am doing an appeal in Anchorage and I have a new attorney, which I never heard from him very much.  I called him and asked him to return calls and its like hard to get a hold of him and I’d be waiting for a phone call by the phone and I haven’t heard from him. 
And he made a statement that when I was incarcerated that an attorney cannot apply to go against each other on this appeal.  So I had very difficult time trying to have my appeal filed.  And from day one I did not know and still do not know how a court procedures and how ___  supposed to assist my attorney.  

And now I’m stuck in a situation where I’m having a very hard time trying to get out of--and I just had a hard time doing all this alone.  But _____ assisted from the public defenders or now it’s the public advocacy.  
I’m not sure what else I can add.  

BURGESS:
Any questions by any of the Commissioners?

__________:
Mr. Williams, what crime are you charged with?

WILLIAMS:
Sexual abuse of a minor.  

__________:
Thank you.

BURGESS:
Any other questions by any of the Commissioners?  Thank you very much for your testimony.  We appreciate it.  If you have anything you want to submit in writing as your case concludes, let us know.  But we appreciate you taking the time to talk to us today.  

WILLIAMS:
Okay.  

BURGESS:
Thank you.

WILLIAMS:
Thank you.  

END OF STATEMENT

