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Hi.  I’m Lotha Wolfe.  I work for the Mentasta and Chistochina Tribal Council.  I’m their ICWA Coordinator.  
And my main concern is with the ICWA program and the reason why I—Its really dear to my heart because I work with these children.  And I had a lot of issues and block that I had work through especially when I had to work with children with the State.

I came across an issue when I first got into this program almost five years ago.  I had some children that had special needs and the children were FAS and the State had custody of these children.  So now was placed into an institution in different homes which were not Native homes.  They were some children home and everything.  And we intervened and tried to see if we can get the children into some of kind of program to help these children because of their special needs; their FAS.  
And I found out to my ___ that the State didn’t have any such program for FAS kids.  None at all.  The only way I can be able to help them, I had to get them into a mental health to determine whether their mental ill before they could get any help.  And I argued, argued back.  I told them they’re not mental children; they’re FAS.  They’re brain damaged children.  They’re not mental.  And we went around and around and around.  I had to contact different agencies in Anchorage and Juneau and tried to get across to the agencies that I need money for these kids to help them.  
I can’t just let them be moved from institution to institution.  We didn’t have no place in Alaska to put these FAS kids to get any kind of basic skill or anything for them to learn.  They said well we have places out in the States where we send these kids.  And I find out that’s where all the FAS kids went to.  I said no, we’re not going to send our kids out there.  It’s not right.  These kids got to be home.  These kids got to be with their family.  These kids have to—The only way they learn—they’re special need is in their home from their care taker; from their village.  They can’t leave these kids somewhere and then be forgotten.  
Well anyway, they had one of the kids in North Star.  They drugged him up and he was deteriorating in there for over three months when we went to see him.  He didn’t know who we were.  He didn’t know who he was.  He was just mentally worse than—And it was so heart broken and I finally went and said well I’m going to try to get a lawyer for this boy.  So I went and asked—went to a meeting.  I asked—I said I need somebody to represent a sixteen year old boy that was put into an institution; he’s FAS.  He needs somebody to represent him; to speak for him because he shouldn’t be there.  
So they went ahead and moved him out of there and put him into another service which was a little better.  And I asked them to wean him off those medication.  He doesn’t need no medication.  Well to make a long story a little short; we finally got him back home anyhow.  We weaned him off his medication.  Now he’s off medication.  He’s back to school.  He’s back to normal.  He’s a wonderful, helpful kid now.  But these things shouldn’t happen.  They should never happen.  
I still ask where the money is going to come for these kids.  And they said, well we’re still working on it.  We’ll try to build a place; we’ll try to get a place somewhere in town.  I said why it’s got to be in town?  It should be where—the service should be where the kids need it.  At their home.  Some kind of thing should happen.  Here.  Even the family could start a home for them and learn how to take care of them.  Have people learn to—money in there for therapeutic people.  They might be a therapeutic family.  It deserves money.  
We can’t do all these service our self, but we don’t have any of those kinds of—we can’t send people to school without any kind of money or anything like that.  We’re just struggling.  We’re just –how to say—most everything we do is volunteer.  We do get a little bit of money for ICWA and its not very much.  But at least its there __ help our people for eyes and ears for the State also because – we are mandatory to report a lot of – we do report them.  But we’re on top of it also.  We already intervene.  We’re always there to help to make sure that its not going any further; its not spreading out.  We’re always—We try to prevent these things from happening before it even happens.  If we note there—problems start arriving, we try to intervene; we try to get into the problem before—And if we don’t have a program anymore because what the government is saying that well the State is doing a good job; the State has social worker working here-- we’ll put more social worker on; we don’t need the ICWA program.  No.  I don’t think its right.  I think you do need it.  I do think its one of the savior for the children because the children can’t speak for themselves.  The children can’t do these things for themselves.  Somebody got to be there for them.  

This is the only thing that we—we real concerned.  We have a lot of other issues.  A lot of other problems.  But we have other people here to speak to these other issues.  But this is my issue that I very, very concerned about.  You got anything for me?

BURGESS:
Thank you.  I appreciate your testimony.  

JUSTIN:
Thank you.  I have a question on the—part of your statement you said-- you mentioned that you were directed or told to seek a mental health evaluation or take the FAS child to a mental health institution.  My question is, was that a part of the State’s approach to the way to handle it?  Or?

WOLF:
That’s the way they—That’s the only way they could have handled it.  That’s the only way they could have dealt with it is to put him into an institution or sent him out to the State where they have programs for FAS.  
The State of Alaska don’t have a place for FAS kids in Alaska.  Just recently they finally started working on some kind of system to be able to accommodate the FAS kids.  But I haven’t seen anything to this day that and they been on this for almost four years trying to approach the agency to move up-- pick up their process.  But so far I haven’t…..

JUSTIN:
So you’re saying that an FAS/FAE child has two choices in Alaska today.  The Alaska Mental Health Trust Authority process or they go….

WOLF:
Well right now if you bring up this question to other villages, we’ve gone to these conference—ICWA conference where they—you’ll hear some real terrible horror story from what I have.  The FAS kids also are all -- part of them are all in institution out state or in North Star and they don’t have any other program for any of these kids.

JUSTIN:
Thank you.  

BURGESS:
I just want to thank you for the work you’re doing because I appreciate that.  And also just to echo what you – when you mentioned the importance of family.  I’ve been __ prosecution for a long time now and I have seen first hand how important that is to kids’ if they’re going to be successful.  Thank you.

WOLF:
You’re welcome.

END OF STATEMENT

