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Hello.  My name is Tammy Young and I am currently one of the co-directors for the Alaska Native Women’s Coalition and I’m based here out of Sitka.  My counterpart – the other co-director for our organization is Eleanor David and she’s currently based out of Allakaket.  

I gave Denise some copies of brochures and recent newsletters from our agency.  

The Alaska Native Women’s Coalition was formed in 2001 as a result of receiving a grant from the Department of Justice.  We formed our tribal coalition and began working in rural communities here in Alaska and also doing significant amount of outreach to the national level and in some instance to the international level.

We have enjoyed in the past three or four years many opportunities to sit with not only tribal councils, but service providers and community members by providing regional conferences around Alaska and also providing training at the local level.

Most of the local level work has been going into do assessments of particular communities that we’ve been invited to.  And the point of these assessments is to see what is happening in the community as far as domestic violence and in some cases when we’re asked, to also look at the issues of child abuse particularly the issue of child sexual abuse.

We are speaking with a lot of different agencies across the State and trying to gather this information in our attempt to develop a strategic plan to address these issues in the communities that have invited us.  

Our most recent regional training happened here in Southeast Alaska.  At the end of September we were invited to Ketchikan and nine villages from this area attended that training.  We had approximately 65 participants and at times when they opened it up for community gatherings in the evening we had as many as 100 to 110 participants.

A lot of these conversations have given us insight to ways to develop programs within small communities.  Many of the communities that we’re having conversations with are as small as a 150 community members all the way up to -- here in the next month or the end of this month rather, we’ll be up in the Kotzebue region.

I would like to be able to tell you that we have loads of information to impart to you, however we are in the same boat that you are.  Talking with people and taking this information and putting it together in manner that might be helpful.  So that I hope that in the very near future we’ll have actual numbers to be presenting to you well before June to the point that we’ve progressed.

I guess as over _______ comments the Coalition would like for the Commission to know that women and children in rural Alaska are experiencing difficulty on a number of different levels.  

We still have women that are being arrested in rural Alaska, often times both parties are being arrested they’re not able to determine who the predominant aggressor is by the time they arrive there.

And in some instances, I know you probably heard this over and over again, but it can take up to six weeks for an Alaska State Trooper to respond in some areas of Alaska if they even respond to the call at all.  

That brings us to the issue of notification.  Many times when perpetrators are removed from the village and taken out of the community, there is no current system of notification.  So when a perpetrator returns to the village, women and children could be at the grocery store or at the post office and run into their perpetrator.  In very small communities that creates a large problem. 

So much of the work that ANWC has been working towards is developing the capacity of small communities to respond; putting together what we’re calling Community Response Teams.  And they’re probably along the order of multi-disciplinary teams.  And you’ve probably seen many models on that.

I guess the difference being that we’re in a time in our history, as tribal people realizing that the funding opportunities are becoming more and more limited.  

And you’ve heard testimony here about the effect of Stevens earlier in the year and the two million dollars that was diverted from tribes; from cops and from tribal court programs.  

Well that effect is a rippling effect all across Alaska.  Many of the smaller communities that were just gearing up to submit applications to places like the Department of Justice; no longer feel that that is a viable option for them.  If they don’t receive support from the State, then that becomes a barrier for them to access federal monies.  

Much conversation is going on about the possibilities of—I’m not exactly sure how to say it—but having first, second and third class villages and what kind of barriers that may create for us as tribal people is an on-going conversation that we’re having with women. 

Many women at points in their life have chosen to leave their villages and move into hub communities and then in that situation not being able to survive in that situation for a variety of reasons.  First, having employment skills in a much larger context than in the village is often a barrier.  Participating in programs that are not geared for them specific to their language or their lifestyle has been problems and so often times they end up going back to their originating communities and often times to their abusers.  

We’ve also been having in-depth conversations about Elder abuse.  You heard my mother Jessie Johnnie testify just before me of a particular family that she’s aware of and we hear this over and over again in our travels across Alaska.  That when domestic violence is affecting a family, if there are grandparents that are involved, more often than not, especially in small communities, these families are retreating to their family of origin; to their grandparent’s homes.  

I don’t know if the Commission is aware, but the Alaska Native Women’s Coalition was recently awarded a grant and we have begun establishing a Native women’s shelter in the Interior region and hope to be doing this in other regions across Alaska as well.

The intention is to respond to some of the specific conversations that we’ve had with primarily Elders; men and women, speaking to returning to our customary and traditional life ways.  Being more in tune with the teachings of our Elders, not just those that are alive now, but those that have gone on before; relying on our ceremonies and returning.

And this is another aspect that is becoming clear to me – not everybody wants to face in that direction.  There are a lot of communities that would rather face in the direction that is more in line the model that Sitka Tribe of Alaska has presented which is an excellent model and has been long standing in Alaska.

So we are trying to address these issues as they come up.  But for the most part, the Alaska Native Women’s Coalition has been working towards restoration and looking more to our customary and traditional ways as a method of addressing domestic violence.

We are also working on a State certified batterer’s education project.  We hope to be submitting an application to the State in March of this year and the delivery system we’re hoping will be through the telemedicine project here through Search as a method of delivery and hoping to replicate that also in other Regions of Alaska.

There’s probably ten other things that I could possibly think of, but I think I’ll leave you with that and also with the information that as soon as possible we will get some written information to you.  

BURGESS:
You mentioned a couple of things that sound certainly like areas of that we’ve heard already, I guess we could also take as suggestions or possible recommendations.  One is working obviously on the issue of the response to this or a timely response of the law enforcement to rural community’s when a crime has occurred.  

Also when – I don’t think we’ve heard as much on it today, which is victim notification.  And then you also mentioned Elder abuse.  I guess, I would ask that if you or the Alaska Native Women’s Coalition in the process of doing your work, have additional suggestions to the Commission to help guide us in making some recommendations.  And again, we’ve heard very loud and very clearly the concerns about the change—the Rider that changed—limited grant money going to Sitka Tribe.  We certainly heard that.  

But you had some other, in addition to that, some other suggestions that could help us ____ recommendations; we certainly ask for those types of suggestions from you as we go through this process.

YOUNG:
We will actually be having our next regional meeting in Kotzebue and it will be the 19, 20, 21st of this month.  And at that time we hope to be gathering more information and then compiling from all of the different Regionals that we’ve had in the Statewide trainings; information that we would like to impart to this Commission.  

BURGESS:
We would very much appreciate that.  I think some of the other Commissions have some questions.

__________:
Mr. Chairman, this ____ question to Denise.  Have we included the Alaska Native Women’s Coalition on one of our Task Force groups?
MORRIS:
I was just going to ask Tim to thank Tammy for agreeing to serve on our work group on behalf of the Commission.
BURGESS:
Great.  Thank you.  On behalf of the Commission, thank you for agreeing to work on the work group. 
YOUNG:
Thank you for inviting us.  The Coalition really appreciates the opportunity. 

BURGESS:
Thank you.  Any other questions or comments by any of the Commissioners?  
I want to thank you very much for your testimony and for the work that you’re doing and we look forward to working closely with you.

YOUNG:
Thank you.
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